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Abstract: After the conquest of independence, Algeria experienced major socio-economic 
changes, but it also faced a civil war that has been responsible for more than 150,000 casualties. 
Despite the efforts made by the auhorities in the direction of national reconciliation, the terrorist 
activities, like the one of January 2013, still feed the insecurity feeling. In its economic and 
social development, Algeria depends to a very large extent both on its oil fields and on the oil 
price on the world markets. Large public projects were started in economy, education, health, 
and transport infrastructure, with the revenues generated by oil and natural gas. However, the 
development efforts are influenced by the environmental restrictiveness, as the country is mostly 
a desert and water resources are scarce. Moreover, after the independence the population 
increased rapidly, exceeding the capacity of the state to provide enough jobs, which explains 
why unemployment is currently so high among young people. 
 
Key words: socio-economic development, hydrocarbons, terrorist attacks 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Algeria is a region populated since ancient times. Initially inhabited by Berber tribes, it 

passed succesivelly under the influence of Phoenicians, Romans, Vandals, Arabs, Turks and 
French. The demographic and cultural profile changed substantially with the arrival of the Arabs, 
in the second half of the seventh century, who spread Islam and the Arabic language. After more 
than a century of French occupation, Algeria obtained its independence in July 1962. The period 
that followed was marked by serious economic and political crises that resulted in riots and coups 
d’état. Under the leadership of Colonel Chadli Bendjedid, who came to power in 1979, and was 
                                                           
 Corresponding Author 
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reelected in 1984 and 1988, the socio-economic conditions deteriorated significantly. The situation 
became even worse when the oil prices on the world market dropped significantly from 1985 to 
1986. Consequently, unemployment and public discontent began to grow. In 1985, 72% of the 
unemployed were under 25 years old, a group estimated at 65% of the population (Janssen & 
Hendriks, 2012). Under the circumstances, the government was perceived as distant and corrupt, 
and the trend towards Islamic activism was inevitable. The waves of discontent peaked in October 
1988, when the authorities used force to put an end to the riots triggered by the students and 
workers in Alger. 

Shortly after approving a new Constitution and after the political liberalization of 1989, the 
Islamic Salvation Front (ISF), the main Islamist party, recorded an amazing success in the local 
elections in June 1990. The events that followed - the dissolution of Parliament, Bendjedid's 
resignation, the cancellation of elections - led to protests and mass demonstrations in several cities. 
The authorities responded with arrests, baned the ISF and instituted the state of emergency. All 
these events led to a long civil war, the periodic negotiations between the government and the 
Islamic rebels failing every time. The presidential elections of April 1999 were won by Abdelaziz 
Bouteflica, who was reelected in 2004 and 2009, the third presidential term being possible by 
amending the Constitution. He had a significant contribution in restoring the security and stability 
of the country. However, even though thousands of members of the ISF were given amnesty, the 
national reconciliation did not lead to the cessation of terrorist attacks. 

In early 2013, Algeria came in the forefront of international debates after the terrorist attack 
on the In Amenas gas exploitation facilities, operated by British Petroleum group, the Norwegian 
company Statoil and the Algerian company Sonatrach. Thus, on January 16, 2013, several 
members of the Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), who had come from Mali, occupied the 
In Amenas gas exploiation facilities in southeastern Algeria (figure 3) and took hostage several 
hundred Algerian and foreign workers. Following the intervention of the Algerian army, about 80 
people lost their lives, many of them foreign workers. The Algerian officials' decision to refuse 
international aid in managing hostage crisis and the fact they ordered the army to open fire on the 
vehicles carrying hostages led to virulent reactions on international level. This terrorist attack, 
which was meant to be a response to the French intervention in Mali, is one of the many terrorist 
attacks that have occurred in Algeria over the last two decades, despite the fairly strict security 
measures (figure 1 and 2). According to the estimates, since 1992 the clashes between the Algerian 
army and the radical Islamist groups have resulted in more than 150,000 deaths (Ruedy, 2005). 
 

   
 

Figure 1. Security measures Figure 2. Security measures 
(Source: Vasile Popa, 2006) (Source: Vasile Popa, 2006) 

 
AIM AND METHODS 
The purpose of this study is to analyze the socio-economic development of Algeria in the 

context of the civil war and terrorist activities that have marked the country in the last quarter of 
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the century. At the same time, Algeria has a very restrictive natural environment. The study relies 
on the analysis and interpretation of the data derived from various sources: Algérie, Office 
National des Statistiques, United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population 
Division, BP Statistical Review of World Energy, World Bank, U.S. Energy Information 
Administration. Likewise, we reviewed the literature and made observations in the field.  

 
RESULTS  
At the moment of independence, Algeria was a country strongly affected by the national 

liberation war, which produced many victims and caused massive destructions. In consequence, 
the highly qualified staff, represented especially by the French, left the country. About 70% of the 
indigenous population was unemployed (Oxford Business Group, 2012). After the conquest of 
independence, significant socio-economic changes took place, as agriculture, industry and oil 
exploitation (started in 1956 by the French) were nationalized. Before the discovery of oil 
resources, Algeria had a predominantly agricultural economy, specializing in livestock breeding 
(sheep, goats, camels), based on mountain pastures, as well as on cereals (wheat, barley) and vine 
growing. In Houari Boumedienne time (1965-1978), the economy began to be planned and 
centralized, focusing on industrial development. The poor state of the economy in the mid-1980s 
forced the state to initiate economic liberalization reforms to allow foreign investment in the 
hydrocarbons field, but also to seek IMF assistance (Naylor, 2006). 

Despite the efforts for economic diversification - the capitalization of iron ore deposits 
(processed at El Hadjar, near Annaba), lead, zinc, gold, uranium and phosphate, and the 
establishment of production units in the field of food, textile or construction materials - Algeria's 
economy still depends heavily on hydrocarbons sector. This ensures 60% of the government 
revenues, 36% of the GDP and 97% of the exports (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 
2012). The share of this sector in the GDP increased significantly in recent years, reaching 23% in 
1990 (Toth et al., 1993).  

In 2011, the oil reserves were 12.2 billion barrels (1.5 billion tons), 3 billion barrels more 
compared to 1991, which placed Algeria on the third place in Africa after Libya and Nigeria. The 
most important oil field is Hassi Messaoud in northern Sahara, operated by the Algerian oil 
company Sonatrach, which accounts for 60% of the country's reserves, with a production of 350 
thousand barrels per day (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2012). Other important 
oilfields are Hassi Berkine, Ourhoud and El-Merk. Generally, Algeria is the fourth African oil 
producer after Nigeria, Angola and Libya, with 1.7 million barrels of oil per day (BP Statistical 
Review of World Energy, 2012). 

The proven natural gas resources are also significant, amounting to 4.5 trillion cubic 
meters (the second place after Nigeria), which means an increase by almost one trillion 
cubic meters in comparison to 1991. The largest gas field is Hassi R᾿Mel, discovered in 
1956, which holds more than half of the reserves. Another important gas exploitation region 
is the Southwest (North Reggane, Timimoun and Touat fields), where Repson, Total and 
GDF companies have significant contributions. In 2011, the natural gas production was 78 
billion cubic meters. Since oil and gas consumption is below production (table 1), Algeria is 
a major exporter of hydrocarbons. In 2011, it exported 750 thousand barrels of crude oil 
daily, especially to the USA and Europe, and 52 billion cubic meters of natural gas to 
Europe (Italy, Spain, France), including in liquefied form. Algeria is the third supplier of 
natural gas for Europe (U.S. Energy Information Administration, 2012). Arzew is the most 
important hydrocarbon export terminal, with about 40% of the total. Here, one can also see 
a large gas liquefaction plant. 

With all the changes made since 1990, including a significant decrease in the share of 
the employed labor force from 22% to 14%, and the share of GDP from 12% to 7% (The 
World Bank, 2013), the agricultural sector remains underdeveloped and does not provide the 
necessary food for the population 
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Figure 3. Algeria – general map 

 
Table 1. Algeria – hydrocarbons production and consumption (1991-2011) 

(Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy, 2002 and 2012) 

 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 
Oil production 

(million barrels/day) 
1,35 1,32 1,32 1,42 1,51 1,56 1,85 2,01 2,0 1,81 1,72 

Oil consumption 
(thousand barrels/day) 

209 210 198 187 187 198 230 250 286 327 345 

Natural gas production 
(billion m³) 

53,2 56,1 58,7 71,8 86 78,2 82,8 88,2 84,8 79,6 78 

Natural gas consumption 
(billion m³) 

17 18,6 21 20,2 21,2 20,5 21,4 23,2 24,3 27,2 28 
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Plant growing (wheat, barley, vegetables, citrus, olive trees, date palms) is practiced almost 
exclusively in the northern part of the country, while animal breeding is specific for the high 
plateaus of the Atlas Mountains, where natural pastures are found. Agricultural lands account for 
only on 17.4% of the territory, of which 3.1% is arable land (Central Intelligence Agency, 2013). 
As a major importer of agricultural products, particularly wheat, Algeria is exposed to the 
fluctuations of the global market food prices. 

The significant changes that occurred in the early 1990’s, including the transition to the 
market economy, are higlighted by the general trend of the GDP. Thus, the GDP (at purchaser’s 
price) grew from 48 billion dollars in 1992 to 207.9 billion dollars in 2012 (The World Bank, 
2013). The increase of the GDP per capita was also significant, from 1743 dollars in 1992 to 5404 
dollars at present. This also influenced the unemployment rate, which dropped to about 10% in 
2012 (the people under 25 years old stand for 41% of the unemployed). In the year 2000, the 
unemployment rate was 30%, while in 2006 it dropped to 15.7%. 
 

Table 2. Algeria – The dynamics of the GDP and the GDP per capita (1992-2012) 
(Source: The World Bank, 2013) 

 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 
GDP (billion 

dollars) 
48 42,5 46,9 48,1 54 57 85 117,1 170,9 161,7 207,9 

GDP per capita 
(dollars) 

1743 1480 1573 1564 1727 1752 2541 3396 4786 4365 5404 

 
In general, with a less diversified economy, dominated by the state companies and strongly 

dependant on the hydrocarbons sector, the socio-economic performance of Algeria was dictated by 
the march of the oil and natural gas prices on the world market. Besides, the socio-economic 
stability was also controlled by the access to and the quality of the basic services, as well as by the 
development of the country’s infrastructure, including the housing conditions (figure 4). 

  

 
Figure 4. Residential distric under construction in Alger  

(Source: Vasile Popa, 2006) 

 
SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC EVOLUTION 
With a population of around 37 million inhabitants, Algeria is an important country in the 

Mediterranean region. From 25 million people in 1990, the population has increased significantly 
in the past two decades (Office National des Statistiques, 2013). Between 2001 and 2011, the 
population growth rate was about 1.5% annually. Over 90% of the population is concentrated 
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along the coast, a strip of land representing 13% of the country. Arab-Berbers represent 99% of the 
population: they are followers of Sunni Islam and speak Arabic. The berbers, who are divided into 
several groups (Kabyles, Mozabites and Tuaregs), represent about 20% of the population (Nayler, 
2006). People also speak Berber (Tamazight), which is a national language since 2002, especially 
in Kabylia region, east of Algiers, and French. Since 2003, Berber can be used in schools. Sahara 
desert is the homeland of 1.5 million nomads or semi-nomads. 
 

Table 3. Algeria – main demographic indicators  
(Source: Algérie, Office National des Statistiques; United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division) 

Demographic indicators 1990 2011 
Population (million inhabitants) 25 36,7 
Natality (‰) 30,9 24,7 
Mortality (‰) 6 4,4 
Fertility (children per woman) 4,5 2,8 
Life expectancy at birth (years) 66,9 76,4 
Infant mortality (‰ of live births) 46,8 23,1 
Age structure (%) 
                   0-14 years 
                   15-64 years 
                   over 64 years 

 
43,1 
53,3 
3,6 

 
27 

68,4 
4,6 

Degree of urbanization (%) 52,1 73 (2010) 

 
As a result of socio-economic development policies, life expectancy increased from 66.9 

years in 1990 to 76.4 years in 2011. Likewise, birth rate, death rate (including infant rate) and 
fertility rate dropped, while the degree of urbanization grew (table 3). In addition, the shares of 
poverty, illiteracy and unemployment decreased. The literacy rate of the population less than or 
equal to 15 years old is 70%, of which 80% are males. In the early 1960s, literacy was about 10% 
(Naylor, 2006), while in 1990 it was 57.4% (Toth et al., 1993). After the independence, the 
national education has become a priority, and now education is compulsory for children aged 6 to 
15 years. According to ERAWATCH, in 2012 the Algerian authorities allocated for education 
20% of the government spending, i.e. 8.2 billion euros. In the late 1970s, one could note an 
Arabization policy, the Arabic being promoted as the language of education, to the detriment of 
French, which remained important in business, science or commerce. 

Women situation has improved significantly, but the access of women to the labor market is 
still limited, because of the socio-cultural barriers. According to Amnesty International, in Algeria 
still pose restrictions on the freedom of expression, association and assembly, and women are 
victims of discrimination in law and real life. The Family Code does not promote equal rights with 
men in marriage, divorce, child custody and inheritance. 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTRICTIVENESS 
Algeria has a very large surface area of about 2.4 million km2, the largest in Africa, but 

much of it, about 85%, is desert. Some environmental problems, such as soil degradation (erosion, 
salinisation, loss of nutrients, desertification), stemming from overgrazing and other agricultural 
practices, affect agricultural land. The northern part of Algeria, located on the contact between 
Eurasian and African plates, is frequently affected by earthquakes, such as those of October 10, 
1980, and May 21, 2003, which caused thousands of casualties and great damage. 

An essential role in the configuration of geographical landscapes is played by the Atlas 
Mountains, which dominate by height and orientation, thus having a major climatic role. 
Consequently, they generate rainfall in the north and stop the dry and hot tropical air coming from 
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the south. Under the circumstances, one can note significant differences between coastal and 
inland regions. The Mediterranean coast, low and fertile, concentrates most of the population and 
the main cities (figure 3). The valleys and the slopes of the Tellian Atlas are also intensly 
exploited. These mountains, which have heights of 2300 m and varied petrographic structure, 
display steep slopes, deep valleys and sharp ridges. South of the Tellian Atlas, the topography 
consists of high plateaus with altitudes of 700-1000 m, comprising a number of closed basins 
occupied by salt lakes (chott), like Ech-Chergui and Chott el Hodna (figure 5). 

 

 
Figure 5. Chott el Hodna – Land with Solonchaks 

(Source: Oprea, 2006) 
 

 
Figure 6. Landscape in northern Sahara 

(Source: Vasile Popa, 2006) 
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Because these plateaus are sheltered, precipitation is scarce, 100-400 mm per year, 
Calcisols are predominantly and vegetation is represented by steppe grasslands, excessive grazing. 
Besides Calcisols are Gypsisols (poor in humus and nutrients) and Solonchaks (used as low 
productive meadows). The Saharan Atlas, bordering the Sahara, is more than 2,300 m high and has 
a predominantly arid environment. The southern slopes are steep and dissected by wadies. Sahara, 
which is made of huge dunes, rocky plateaus and mountains (Figure 6), with Arenosols or 
Leptosols, has the most arid climate, recording less than 100 mm annual rainfall (table 4). Here 
lies the country's highest elevation, Mount Tahath (2918 m). 

 
Table 4. Mean monthly precipitation (1976-2005)  

(Source: World Weather Information Service, World Meteorological Organization) 

 I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X XI XII 
Alger 81,4 72,7 55 58,4 41,9 8,5 4,5 8,2 28,3 58,8 89,6 91 
Djelfa 36,2 26,8 27 28,8 33,9 19,6 9,8 18 30,4 27,5 29,7 30,2 
Ghardaia 8,2 4,8 8,7 6,8 4 2,5 0,7 3,1 11,4 7,3 12,1 5,4 
Tamanrasset 2,4 1,5 5,2 2,1 5,1 7,1 5,1 8,1 7,7 6,8 0,8 1,7 

 
The coastal plain and the Tellian Atlas receive the highest amounts of rainfall (600-1000 

mm per year, especially in the east) and consequently display the richest vegetation and the largest 
cultivated land. The forest area, which is extremely confined in Algeria (0.6%), is almost entirely 
located here, being composed of plantations and natural forests (Querrcus ilex, Quercus suber, 
Acer campestre, Cedrus atlantica, Pinus nigra, Pinus halepensis, Abies numidica). 

Providing the necessary water for the population and agriculture (the main water consumer) 
is a big problem in Algeria. Perrenial streams appear only in Atlas (Chelif, Isser, KSOB, Rhumel, 
Chiffa), but they are few and generally short and their discharge varies according to the seasons. 
Winter rains result in the highest discharges. Sixty-eight dams for water storage and a number of 
seawater desalination plants were built (Maagta, Hamma, Fouke), but these have only partially 
solved the water problem. According to METAP, water availability is 19.3 billion cubic meters per 
year, of which 12.4 billion cubic meters is surface water and 6.9 billion cubic meters is 
groundwater. Average water availability has reached a critical threshold, estimated at around 500 
cubic meters per capita per year, representing about half of the minimum threshold set by the 
World Bank (Maliki et al., 2009). 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
Despite the difficulties caused by the civil war and terrorist activities, in the last quarter 

century Algeria has seen significant socio-economic changes. However, these changes largely 
depended on the rich hydrocarbon deposits. In this regard, given that the economy is less 
diversified, Algeria is very vulnerable to oil price developments on the world market. In addition, 
the development efforts are influenced by environmental restrictiveness and the high rate of 
population growth. 

 
 

REFERENCES 
 
Adamson Kay (1998), Algeria: A Study in Competing Ideologies, Cassell Wellington House, London. 
Evans Martin, Phillips John (2007), Algeria: Anger of the Dispossessed, Yale University Press. 
Janssen Floor, Hendriks Bertus (2012), Algeria᾿s Counter Terrorism Strategy: Radicalism and Terrorist Activity within the 

Framwork of National Reconciliation, in Counter-Terrorism Strategies in Indonesia, Algeria and Saudi Arabia, 
Edited by Roul Meijer, Netherlands Institute of International Relation ‟Clingendael”, The Hague. 

Maliki B.E. Samir, Benhabib Abderrezak, Charmes Jacque (2009), Household poverty and water linkages: Evidence from 
Algeria, Journal of Middle East Economic Association and Loyola University Cicago, USA, Volume 11. 

Naylor C. Phillip (2006), Historical Dictionary of Algeria, Scarecrow Press, Inc. 



The Socio-Economic Development of Algeria After 1990 in the Context… 
 

13 

Popa Vasile (2006), Peisaje geografice în Atlasul algerian, în Forum Geografic, Studii şi cercetări de geografie şi protecţia 
mediului, Anul 5, Nr. 5, Editura Universitaria Craiova, pag.169-175. 

Roberts Hugh (2003), The Battelfield: Algeria, 1988-2002: Studies in a Broken Polity, Verso, London; 
Ruedy John (2005), Modern Algeria: The Origins and Development of a Nation, Indiana University Press; 
Toth Anthony, Deeb Mary-Jane, Malik A. Boulos, Entelis P. John, Arone Lisa, Tartter R. Jean (1993), Algeria: A Country 

Study, Federal Research Division, Library of Congress, Edited by Helen Chapan Metz; 
*** (2006), IUSS Working Group WRB, World Reference Base for Soil Resources 2006, World Soil. Res. Rep. No. 103, 

FAO, Rome. 
*** (2008), Algeria Economic & Strategic Outlook, Promising Opportunities, December 2008, Published by the Global 

Investment House, Kuwait; 
*** (2010), GE Water & Process Technologies, General Electric Company, Africa᾿s Largest Seawater Desalination Plant 

Eases Water Scarcity for City of Algiers, Algeria, 2010. 
*** (2010), United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, World Population Prospects: 

The 2010 Revision; (http://esa.un.org; accesat la data de 21.09.2013). 
*** (2012), BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2012, June 2012 (http://www.bp.com; accesat la data de 22.09.2013); 
*** (2012), The Report: Algeria 2012, Oxford Business Group Editor. 
*** (2013), Algérie, Office National des Statistiques (http://www.ons.dz; accesat la data de 3.10.2013). 
*** (2013), Amnesty International - Rapport 2013 (http://www.amnesty.org; accesat la data de 24.09.2013). 
*** (2013), BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2002, June 2002 

(http://www.aral.de/liveassets/bp_Interner/germany/STAGING/home_assets/assets/deutsche_bp/broschueren/statis
tical_review_2002.pdh; accesat în data de 24.11.2013). 

*** (2013), Central Intelligence Agency, the World Factbook, 2013 (http://www.cia.gov; accesat la data de 13.09.2013). 
*** (2013), Erawatch, Platform on Research and Innovation policies and systems, European Commission 

(http://erawatch.jrc.ec.europa.eu; accesat la data de 24.09.2013). 
*** (2013), European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument, Algeria, Strategy Paper 2007-2013& National 

Indicative Programme 2007-2010 (http://ec.europa.eu; accesat la data de 15.09.2013). 
*** (2013), METAP (Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance Program), Water Quality Management Algeria, 

METAP Secretariat, Washington. D.C. (http://siteresources. worldbank.org; accesat la data de 9.09.2013). 
*** (2013), Net Resources International (water-technology.net), Fouka Desalination Plant, Tipaza, Algeria, 2012 

(http://www.water-technology.net; accesat la data de 16.09.2013). 
*** (2013), The World Bank (http://data.worldbank.org/indicator; accesat la data de 22.11.2013). 
*** (2013), U.S. Energy Information Administration, Independent Statistical & Analysis, Algeria, 2012 

(http://www.eia.gov; accesat la data de 23.09.2013). 
*** (2013), World Weather Information Service, World Meteorological Organization (http://worldweather.wmo.inf; 

accesat la data de 12.09.2013). 
 
 

Submitted: Revised: Accepted and published online 
July 17, 2013 January 06, 2014 April 28, 2014 

 
 



AAnnaalleellee  UUnniivveerrssiittăăţţiiii ddiinn OOrraaddeeaa,, SSeerriiaa GGeeooggrraaffiiee  Year XXXXIIVV, no. 11//22001144 (June), pp. 1144--2222 
ISSN 11222211--11227733, E-ISSN 22006655--33440099 Article no. 224411110022--664444 

 

http://istgeorelint.uoradea.ro/Reviste/Anale/anale.htm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ETHNIC AND CONFESSIONAL STRUCTURE OF MUREŞ 
COUNTY IN 2011 

 
 

GGeeoorrggee--BBooggddaann  TTOOFFAANN  
„Babeş-Bolyai” University, Faculty of Geography, Cluj-Napoca,  

5-7 Clinicilor Street, 400006, Romania, email: bogdan_tofan2000@yahoo.com  
 

 
Abstract: At the 2011 Census, ethnicity, language, and religion registration were done based on each 
person's statement. Those who refused to declare these three characteristics, that is the people whose 
information had been collected indirectly from administrative sources, were included in the undeclared 
category. Therefore, the two structures (ethnicity and religious) are calculated based on the total 
number of declared people and not on the stable population. For the ethnic structure of Mureş County, 
there is available information for 527 299 people (out of total of 550 846 people), Romanians 
numbering 277 372 people (52.6%), Hungarians 200 858 people (38.1%), Gypsies (Rroma) 46 947 
people (8.9%), followed by Germans (1 478 people, 0.3%), and other ethnic groups (Jews, Italians, 
Turks, Russian-Lipovans, Ukrainians, Polish, Armenians, Bulgarians, Czeanga, Serbians, Slovaks, 
Greeks, Chinese, Czechs, Croatians, Tartars, Macedonians and other ethnicities - 644 people (0.1%). 
Religion was declared by 525 764 people, most being affiliated to the Orthodox Church (281 113 
people, 53.5%), followed by Reformed (138 129 people, 26.3%), Roman-Catholics (48 530 people, 
9.2%), Unitarians (12 200 people, 2.3%), Greek-Catholics (11 077 people, 2.1%), while the category 
comprised of other religions, without religion and atheists reached 34 715 people (6.6%). 
 
Key words: 2011 Census, Romanians, Hungarians, Mureş County. 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
In 2011, in contrast to the previous census (2002), regarding the population's ethnic and 

religious structures, the method of indirect collection of data from administrative sources was 
employed (National Registry of People; Declarations concerning social contribution payments, 
income taxes and the nominal registry of insured persons; Registry of Employees; Database of the 
Public Pensions National House; Database of the Health Insurance National House; Fiscal 
Registration; Database of pupils registered in 2011-2012, etc), as well as a series of registration 
statistical methods (Tofan a, 2014). Therefore, within the ethnic structure of Mureş County, out of 
the total of 550 846 people, 23 547 have unknown ethnic identity, and there are 25 082 people 
whose religion is unavailable. 

 
THE ETHNIC (NATIONAL) STRUCTURE OF POPULATION  
Observing the censuses of the last decades, the main ethnic structures of Mureş County were 

Romanians, Hungarians, Gypsies, and Germans, while smaller ethnic groups included Jews, Italians, 
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Turks, Russian-Lipovans, Ukrainians, Polish, Armenians, Czeanga, Serbs, etc (Pop, 2004, 2007, 2008, 
Şoneriu, Mac, 1973, Tofan, 2012, 2013). The Romanian population held a percentage of 52.6% 
(277 372) in 2011, out of total of 527 299 people who declared their ethnicity, which led to a 
lower percentage than in 2002 (53.2%, 309 375 people). 
 

 
Figure. 1. The distribution of Romanians in Mureş County, in 2011 

(Data source: 2011 Census, author: G. B. Tofan) 

 
In regards to the presence of Romanians in both habitational environments, 2011 and 2002 

registered roughly the same percentages (57.1% in urban areas, 2011, meaning 149 676 people, 
and 57.5% in 2002 (163 274 people), while rural areas, in 2011, registered 48.1% (127 696 
people), 49.2% (146 101 people) in 2002. 
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In the county's urban areas, eight cities (out of total of 11) had Romanian populations at 
more than 50% (Târgu Mureş 52.0%, Reghin 66.3%, Sărmaşu 67.4%, Luduş 69.0%, Târnăveni 
72.6%, Sighişoara 75.0%, Iernut 76.3%, and Ungheni 76.3%), the lowest values being registered 
in Sângeorgiu de Pădure 18.2%, Miercurea Nirajului 10.4%, and Sovata 8.4%, due to a higher 
presence of Hungarians. 

Out of a total of 91 communes (464 villages), there were 27 with a Romanian presence of over 
80% or even 90%, especially in mountain areas, such as the upper sectors of Mureş and Gurghiului 
Valley (Stânceni, Lunca Bradului, Răstoliţa, Deda, Ruşii Munţi, Vătava, Solovăstru, Hodac, Chiheru de 
Jos, while Ibăneşti registered the highest percentage 99.8%), the Mureş Corridor (Cheţani, Cucerdea), 
Sighişoara's hinterland (Saschiz) and on the Mureş Plain (Miheşu de Câmpie, Grebenişu de Câmpie, 
Pogăceaua, Râciu, Sânger, Sânpetru de Câmpie, Şăulia, Tăureni, Zau de Câmpie, Băla, Iclănzel, Valea 
Largă, while Crăieşti and Cozma reached more than 99%) (Tofan b, 2014). 
            In contrast to the above mentioned situation, Romanians dropped below 10% in 17 of the 91 
communes: Mădăraş (9.5%), Ernei (8.0%), Păsăreni (5.5%), Eremitu (4.3%), Crăciuneşti (2.7%), 
Găleşti (2.5%), Acăţari (2.0%), Fântânele şi Sărăţeni (1.5%),Veţca (1.3%), Hodoşa (1.0%), 
Măgherani (0.8%), Bereni and Ghindari (0.7%), Vărgata (0.5%), Chibed (0.4%), Neaua (0.3%), due 
to a higher presence of Hungarians in these areas. 
 

Table 1. The ethnic structure of Mureş County, in 2002 and 2011 
(Data source: 2002 and 2011 Censuses) 
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 County 580851 309375 53.2 228275 39.3 40425 7.0 2045 0.4 731 0.1 
Urban 283759 163274 57.5 107464 37.8 11125 4.0 1299 0.4 597 0.3 

Rural 297092 146101 49.2 120811 40.6 29300 9.8 746 0.3 134 0.1 
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 County 527299 277372 52.6 200858 38.1 46947 8.9 1478 0.3 644 0.1 
Urban 261969 149676 57.1 97701 37.3 13255 5.0 855 0.4 483 0.2 

Rural 265330 127696 48.1 103157 38.8 33692 12.7 623 0.3 161 0.1 

 
The Hungarian population, at county level, was 38.1% (200 858 people) in 2011, lower 

than in 2002 (39.3%, 228 275 people). 
The same decrease can be found in its habitational structure, which means that, in 2011, 

only 37.3% (97 701 people) of the urban population (261 969) were Hungarian, the highest values 
being registered in Sângeorgiu de Pădure (77.0%), Miercurea Nirajului (83.2%), and Sovata 
(89.5%). In 2002, the Hungarians living in urban areas reached 37.8% (107 464 people out of a 
total of 283 759). 

At commune level (in 2011), Hungarians had 38.8% (103 157 people), with the highest 
values, over 90%, in Bereni, Chibed, Eremitu, Fântânele, Găleşti, Ghindari, Măgherani, and 
Neaua, while in 29 of the 91 communes, Hungarians registered below 10% (Apold, Băla, Chiheru 
de Jos, Crăieşti, Cozma, Cucerdea, Daneş, Deda, Ibăneşti, Hodac, Pogăceaua, Ruşii Munţi, Şăulia, 
Solovăstru, Valea Largă, Vătava, etc). 

The third largest ethnicity was Rroma (Gypsies), which increased from 5.7% (34 798) in 
1992, to 7.0% in 2002 (40 425), and 8.9% în 2011 (46 947), meaning that Mureş County had the 
highest concentration of Rroma in the country. Out of the national total of 621573 registered 
Gypsies (2011, 3.3%), 7.5% could be found in Mureş County. 

                                                           
1 "Other ethnicities and undeclared" includes solely the category of other ethnicities, without undeclared. 
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Figure. 2. The distribution of Hungarians in Mureş County, in 2011 

(Data source: 2011 Census, author: G. B. Tofan) 
 

In terms of habitation, in 2011, Gypsies were concentrated in Petelea (48.2%), Zagăr 
(40.3%), Bahnea and Vânători (35.2%), Viişoara (33.2%), Băgaciu (32.5%), Sânpaul (32.0%), 
Beica de Jos (30.7%) and Ogra (30.4%), followed by Apold, Band, and Crăciuneşti communes 
(20-30%), etc. However, there are four communes (two situated in Mureşană Plain, and other two 
in mountain areas) without a Gypsy population (Cozma, Crăieşti, Ibăneşti, and Stânceni). We must 
point out that, in all these settlements, Romanians reached percentages of over 99%. In urban 
areas, the percentage of Gypsies was highest in Ungheni (14.8%), followed by Târnăveni (11.5%), 
Sărmaşu (10.3%), Iernut (10.2%), Reghin (6.6%), Luduş (6.5%), Miercurea Nirajului (6.3%), 
Sighişoara (5.6%), Sângeorgiu de Pădure (4.8%), Târgu Mureş (2.4%), and Sovata (2.0%). 
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Figure. 3. The distribution of Gypsies in Mureş County, in 2011 

(Data source: 2011 Census, author: G. B. Tofan) 
 

The percentage of Germans dropped from 0.4% (2 045 people) in 2002 to 0.3% (1 478 
people) in 2011, most of them inhabiting urban areas (57.8%, 855 people), mainly Sighişoara 
(27.3% of the county total, 403 people), Târgu Mureş (13.6%, 202 people), and Reghin (14.4%, 
183 people), while rural areas hosted 42.2% (623 people), with higher concentrations in the 
communes surrounding Sighişoara (Daneş with 8.7% of the county total and Saschiz with 4.0%). 
The settlements of the southern part of the county, formerly inhabited by Saxons, registered 
significant changes after 1989, in terms of ethnic structure. „The Germans from abroad” were 
subsequently replaced by the Gypsy population. 
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Other ethnicities (644 people in 2011) registered the same percentages in 2011, 0.1%, as in 
2002 (643 people). Out of 644 people, most can be found in urban areas. Jews are the most 
numerous (86), followed by Italians (63), Turks (51), Russian-Lipovans (47), Ukrainians (40), plus 
(less than 20 people) Polish, Armenians, Bulgarians, Czeanga, Greeks, Slovaks, Chinese, Czechs, 
Croatians, Tartars, etc. 

 
 

Figure. 4. The ethnic structure of Mureş County, in 2002 and 2011 
 

According to the situation registered in the 2011 census' methodology, presented in detail in 
the introduction of this article, there is a significant segment of the population (23 547 people) 
whose ethnic identity is unknown, in contrast to the data of the 2002 census, when the number of 
undeclared people was extremely low (88 people). 

 
THE POPULATION'S RELIGIOUS STRUCTURE 
The confessional structure of Mureş County in 2011, with 525 764 declared people (out of a 

total of 550 846 people), was as follows: 53.5% Orthodox (281 113), 26.3% Reformed (138 129), 
9.2% Roman-Catholic (48 530), 2.3% Unitarian (12 200), 2.1% Greek-Catholic (11 077), 1.8% 
Pentecostal (9 361), 1.7% Seventh Day Adventists (8 979), 1.3% Jehova's Witnesses (6 981), while 
other religions or cults, people without religion, atheists and undeclared getting to 1.8% (9 394) 
(Baptists, Evangelicals, Muslims, Serbian Orthodox, Jews etc.) (table 2, figure 5). 

The majority religion in eight urban settlements was Orthodox (Ungheni 82.3%, Sighişoara 
and Iernut with 76.0%, Târnăveni 75.7%, Sărmaşu 73.6%, Luduş 67.8%, Reghin 63.0%, and Târgu 
Mureş 47.8%). Two towns were predominantely Reformed (Sângeorgiu de Pădure 54.8% and 
Miercurea Nirajului 51.4%), while in Sovata Roman-Catholics are the prevailing religion (48.8%). 

At commune level, the predominantly Romanian areas were also the ones with an Orthodox 
majority (58 settlements). The settlements with an Hungarian majority were dominated by the 
Reformed Church (29 settlements). Roman-Catholics were only predominant in four communes. 

Orthodox Christians, following the Romanian population's trend, decreased from 53.3%, 
309 337 people in 2002 to 53.5%, 281 113 people in 2011), with 55.5% (144 770 people) of the 

2002 
580 851 

inhabitants 

2011 
550 846 

inhabitants 

Others 



George-Bogdan TOFAN 
 

20 

urban population and 51.5% (136343 people) of the rural one. There are several communes with 
percentages over 90% (Ibăneşti 90.2%, Cozma 91.3%, Chiheru de Jos 92.1%, Crăieşti  94.3%, 
Pogăceaua 96.3%, Băla 96.5%, Ruşii Munţi 98.8%, etc), and also places with percentages below 
1% (Neaua 0.2%, Chibed 0.5%, Hodoşa 0.8%). 

 
Table 2. The confessional structure of Mureș County, in 2002 and 2011 

(Data source: 2002 and 2011 Censuses) 
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Figure 5. The religious structure of Mureş County, in 2002 and 2011. 
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Orthodox Christians were followed by Reformed Christians, who, at county level, 
registered lower percentages in 2011 (26.3%, 138 129 people), most adherents being concentrated 
in rural areas (29.4%, 77 880 people), in communes such as: Acăţari, Bereni, Chibed, Corunca, 
Crăciuneşti, Ernei, Fântânele, Glodeni, Gorneşti, Neaua, Pănet, Sărăţeni, etc. 

The third most largest religion was Roman-Catholic, also characteristic to Hungarians (9.2%, 48 
530 people, 11.0% of the urban population, 28 601 people and 7.5% of the rural population, 19 929 
people). This religion dominated only Sovata (48.8%, 4 950 people), and four communes (Hodoşa 
87.0%, 1 077 people, Eremitu 83.0%, 3 143 people, Veţca 71.6%, 620 people, and Vărgata 30.3%, 562 
people), while Pogăceaua and Tăureni did not register any Roman-Catholics. 

Unitarians reached 2.3% (12 200 people) out of the total of 525 764 people who declared 
their religion. They made 2.4% of the rural population (Găleşti, 770 people, Adămuş 751 people, 
Băgaciu 648 people, etc.) and 2.3% of the urban population (most adherents being located in 
Târgu Mureş, 3 296 people and in Sighişoara, 911 people). 

Greek-Catholics decreased at county level to 2.1% (in contrast to 2.3% in 2002), most 
adherents being found in urban areas (2.6%, 6 924 people), especially in Târgu Mureş (3 179 
people) and Reghin (1 711 people). 

Othe religions include the Pentecostal movement (1.8%, 9 361 adherents), followed by 
Adventists (1.7%, 8 979 people) and Jehova's Witnesses (1.3%, 6 981 people) and the Armenian 
movement, which decreased considerably (only 18 people, 12 found in Târgu Mureş). 

There are also Baptists, Evangelicals, Jews, etc., representing 1.3% (6 734 people), while 
the category which includes those without religion, and atheists has a percentage of 0.5% (2 660 
people). Moreover, 25 082 people (out of a total of 550 846) appear as undeclared. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
At the 2011 census, the population of Mureş County decreased by 30 005 people compared to 

2002. Out of the total stable population (550 846) only 527 299 people declared their ethnicity, while 
525 764 people declared their religion. Thus, a significant number of people (23 547, and 25 082), 
appear as undeclared, due to the methodology employed in this census. 

In regards to ethnicity, the majority population was Romanian (52.6%), followed by 
Hungarian (38.1%) and Gypsy (Rroma) (8.9%). Compared to 2002, there was an increase in 
Gypsy population (from 7.0% to 8.9%) and a decrease in the Romanian population (from 53.3% to 
52.6%) and also Hungarian (from 39.3% to 38.1%). The percentages of Romanian and Germans 
were higher in urban areas, while Hungarian and Gypsies were more numerous in rural areas. 

The confessional structure closely followed the evolution and territorial distribution of ethnic 
groups, with an Orthodox majority (53.5%), in the administrative-territorial units on the middle and 
upper-middle sectors of Mureş, Gurghiu and Târnava Mare (Bodocan, 2001) and several religious 
minorities such as Reformed (26.3%), on Nirajului Valley and Târnava Mare, Roman-Catholic 
(9.2%), and Unitarian (2.3%), the last three corresponding to the Hungarian population. All these 
four main religions represent 91.3% of the county's population. 
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Abstract: Most of the rural communities are dependant on the results of the agricultural 
activities. They have ensured the existence and survival of the rural activities, thus 
becoming in time, very deep identity elements. The present global economical context, 
based on effciency, performance and competitiveness, has isolated the rural communities, 
by exposing them to external market. Moreover, a sustainable agriculture is a complex and 
difficult process, with a slow evolution. Under the recent circumstances, of appreciation of 
the local agricultural products, there appears some opportunities of (re)capitalization and 
„reinvention” of agriculture. The success of this new type of agriculture only depends on 
the ability of the local community to turn this un-exploited potential into a viable solution 
of local development. The present study focuses on the functional features of the 
agricultural activities in Beiuş Land, by underlining both the identity elements, which had 
been preserved over the years, and the vulnerable ones (sometimes induced but these very 
identity elements). The analysis objective is to identify those elements on which the 
agricultural development should rely, as a sustainable economical alternative of Beiuş area. 
The analyzed markers are: the agricultural exploitations features (number, size, juridical 
structure, functional profile) and the features of manpower in agriculture (number, structure 
on age groups, education level). The conclusions of this study indicate, on one hand, that 
vulnerability, with all its effects, the result of new social-economical circumstances can 
contribute to the degradation of the identity of this area and the loss of one of its identity 
components, respectively agriculture. On the other hand, the strong identity elements, 
properly capitalized in a development strategy of the authentic local products, can 
contribute to the establishment of a viable local productive system (based on ecological 
agriculture), as a foundation for agriculture as additional economic activity. 
 
Key words: subsistence agriculture, agriculture exploitations, vulnerability, identity 
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INTRODUCTION  
As Xenophon would put it, centuries ago, agriculture is the nurse of all crafts (Bulgaru, 

1966). To this quality, the same agriculture is the one that had given man an identity, i.e. it had 
turned him from a simple harvester into a manufacturer of goods and even more. It even triggered 
his sedentariness and, implicitly, the establishment of human settlements, civilizations.  

On a global level, the ensurance of food security is considered one of the sine qua non 
requirements for economic development. In Europe, this criterion has been acknowledged through 
the establishment of a joint European policy in agriculture and rural development. Thus, in order to 
take up this challenge, there are implemented spread programmes, on the long term, by mobilizing 
important funds and creating specialized institutional structures. Over decades, the joint agriculture 
policy had been the most important of the European policies, with almost half of the European 
budget. The results of this joint agriculture policy are clear: the unprecedented development of the 
European village and the ensurance of food security of the mainland. 

After Romania had joined the European Union, between 2007-2013, it benefited from funds 
of over eight billion euros (plus the equivalent of two other billion of euros, representing the 
national co-finance), that should have been directed to rural areas and agriculture, in order to solve 
the multiple problems they had encountered (PNDR, 2008). The new European budget period, 
2014-2020, gives more chance to regenerate traditional agriculture in rural areas, by the possibility 
to capitalize the niche agriculture, represented by ecological agriculture.  

In the reality of the Romanian rural space, there is, however, a wide gap with regards to 
these global and European efforts. The opportunities that had arisen together with joining the 
European Union, had been almost uncapitalized, the reasons being multiple and complex. The 
most important reason, and most difficult, at the same time, is of structural nature, being in relation 
with the inaction of the entire Romanian rural space and its difficulty in finding its lost identity, as 
a result of the consecutive mutations over the last century. Over the last decades, the rural world 
had undergone major changes with rapid transformations in agriculture. The costs of production 
had increased, whilst the price of the primary agricultural products had decreased. The difficulties 
to adapt to the market economy, on one hand, and modernization, on the other hand, had led to the 
lay-off of a large part of the manpower, thus triggering social hardships. These changes over a 
relatively short time, had unbalanced the rural environment, its reaction being slow. Gradually, the 
gap between towns had increased, the rural areas facing serious economic problems 
(unemployment, lack of economic appeal), degradation of town and social infrastructure. Soon, 
many rural localities had faced a demographic decline, due to youth emigration, on one hand, and 
a severe demographic ageing process, on the other hand. The direct result was the depopulation of 
numerous rural localities, their future remaining uncertain. Generally, the profound negative 
effects on the Romanian village had also been the mutations in the urban areas, due to the policies 
of forced urbanization and industrialization, having being left without support after the fall of the 
communist regime, and also the results of  forced collectivization.  

The natural distinctiveness of Beiuş Land and its rural characteristic, were at the foundation 
of the agricultural activities development from old times. Ştefănescu (2001) considered that, even 
though agriculture in Beiuş Land is not evident compared with other Transylvanian mountainous 
regions, for the inhabitants of Beiuş Land it has always been „the main reason to live” 
(Ştefănescu, 2001, p.46). Here, agriculture transcends the notion of economic activity specific to 
the rural space, thus giving those who practice it a specific modus vivendi.  

Although strongly anchored in reality and in the lifestyle of the rural communities, the 
agriculture of Beiuş region had evolved in time depending on the social-political  and economic 
circumstances, recording periods of quantity and quality cumulation, mainly generated by 
demographic evolution, but also periods of downfall and involution, for the „darker” periods of 
history (Ştefănescu, 2001). Although, subjected to various „experiments” by the authorities, in this 
region, this activity had kept its self-sufficient feature, specific to territories with a strong 
coherence (Filimon, 2012), focused on the household supply with food.  
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Collectivization (not all settlements in Beiuş Land had been caught in this process, 
only those in the hearth of the depression, with more fertile land) had triggered changes in 
agriculture (new plant breeds, technology), but did not succeed to deeply modify this 
activity's part in the community life.  

Even after 1989, the „transient revitalization of the rural” (Ştefănescu, 2012, p.73) marked 
by recovery of the land, agriculture did not succeed to establish itself as a viable economic activity. 
The reasons are numerous, related to the small allotments, external competition, a small demand for 
indigenous agricultural products, lack of entrepreneurial education of the rural population, state 
inaction and indifference etc. Unfortunately, neither the join to the European Union, nor the access to 
agricultural policies, which aim at supporting this activity promoted at European level, had managed 
to contribute to its removal from its position as the „Cinderella” of jobs.  

 
METHODOLOGY AND OBJECTIVES  
The main objective of the present study is represented by the analysis of the agriculture 

practiced in Beiuş Land and its part in this econnomic system, in order to highlight the identity 
features and vulnerability, as elements which should be taken into account in the local 
development strategy of this area.  

Starting from the previous studies (Filimon et al. 2010; Filimon et al. 2011; Filimon, 2012; 
Filimon et al. 2012) without insisting on the already mentioned aspects, this study is based on the 
analysis and exposition of a set of specific markers.  

These markers are: agricultural exploitations and manpower. The agricultural exploitations 
have been analyzed through their size and structure from juridical and functional perspective. The 
analysis has been conducted in accordance with the requirements imposed by national and 
European agriculture policies, regarding the possibility to access funds for agriculture  (Bulgaru, 
1996). 1 The next analyzed marker has been the manpower, the one that gives consistency to 
agricultural activities. This has been analyzed through its cumulative assets, mass feature, but also 
through quality elements, respectively age and education level of the exploitation managers. These 
markers have been defined according to the methodology and terminology used in the agriculture 
census (RGA) in 2010. The analysis of these markers has highlighted the identity characteristic of 
agriculture, but also, its vulnerability (Sorocovschi, 2010).  

The used statistics correspond to the data of the RGA from 2010, 2 but also to the 
information given by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 3 Department of 
Agriculture Bihor, 4 Agency of Payments and Intervention for Agriculture. 5  
 

RESULTS: MARKER ANALYSIS  
Agriculture exploitations 
Agriculture exploitations are defined as independent techno-economical units where the 

performed agricultural activities are the main or secondary activity. 6 
In order to highlight the identity features and the vulnerable elements, they have been 

analyzed through number, size, juridical status, exploitation type, use of machines. 
Exploitation number and size 
The number is the direct result of the features of the natural environment (degree of relief 

fragmentation, declivity, direction etc.), size of territorial-administrative unit, property type, 
existing agriculture policies etc.  

                                                           
1  www.madr.ro 
2  http://www.insse.ro/cms/files/RGA2010/index.html 
3  www.madr.ro 
4  www.directiaagricolabihor.ro 
5  http://www.apia.org.ro/ 
6  http://www.insse.ro/cms/files/RGA2010/index.html 
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According to RGA 2010, in Bihor county there were a total of  114.409 agriculture 
exploitations. Beiuş Land, with  20.567, has 18% of the total number of exploitations  in Bihor 
county (figure 1).  

 

 
Figure 1.Number of agriculture exploitation, size (ha), structure from juridical and functional perspective (%) 

(Data source: RGA, 2010) 
 

On a territorial level, as regards the distribution of agriculture exploitation within 
administrative units, the minimum is recorded in the town of Ştei (147 exploitations), and the 
maximum (1512) in Bunteşti. If we take into account only the communes, this difference is largely 
diminished, the minimum being recorded in Căbeşti (631 exploitations). We can conclude that the 
distribution of agriculture exploitations within the administrative units is directly influenced by the 
size of the administrative unit itself (surface, number of localities, demographic size). With 
surfaces of the administrative units compared with those of the component communes and some 
villages, the towns of Beiuş Land are found in this classification, but with small rates, the town 
status being somehow important in the type of activity conducted by the inhabitants.  

As regards the average size of agriculture exploitations, the average rate of an exploitation 
is 4.4 ha. With this rate, the average size of the exploitations in Beiuş Land is within the recorded 
average of Bihor county (a little over 4.05 ha). In the territorial-administrative units the rates are 
relatively equal, with the exception of the commune of Budureasa, where the average size of 
exploitation is 17.9 ha (on a larger administrative surface) and the towns of Beiuş and Ştei, exactly 
the opposite, with an average size of exploitation of 1.7 ha.  

Specific to Beiuş area are the agriculture exploitations of up to 5 ha (figure 1), with 18.940, 
representing 92.1 % of the total amount of exploitations. The small size agriculture exploitations, 
ranging between 5.1-10 ha, have only 7%, and the larger exploitations (with 10-50 ha) have 1%. 
As regards the possibilities to access European funds, respectively stipulations  112, 123, 211, 
212,7 an important part of the exploitations (those with a size up to 1 ha, which have 24.5 % of the 
total amount), are non-eligible.  

Another identity feature of agriculture in Beiuş area is given by the juridical status of 
agriculture exploitations. As seen in figure 1, almost all these exploitations are without juridical 
status (98.8%). This aspect highlights the subsistence feature of agriculture in this region and the 
rudimentary farming, with archaic accents, but also the relation of the inhabitant of  Beiuş Land 
with his land, passed on from generation to generation.  

The juridical status of the exploitations is also doubled by the land ownership, 99.2% 
of the agriculture lands being privately owned and only 0.8% are leased, as free, concessioned 
and other cases. This situation derives from the „awareness of a sacred duty to your 
forefathers...” (Filimon, 2012, p. 252).  

                                                           
7  http://www.apia.org.ro/, http://www.madr.ro 
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The functional profile of agriculture exploitations, defined according to RGA 8  highlights 
the perpetuation in time of the pattern of productive agricultural system established in Beiuş Land. 
This is represented by the stock farming subordination to plants cultivation (Ştefănescu, 2001), 
even when stock farming has more favourable circumstances (less fertile land, extended areas of 
grazing and hay land in the hilly and mountainous areas) (Filimon Luminiţa, 2012). 

The distribution of agriculture exploitations in functional categories (cereals, stock and 
mixed) (figure 1), highlights the high share of mixed exploitations (68.9%). The other two types 
complete the  mixed exploitations, the cereals farming (27.3%) being superior in number to stock 
farming (3%). For that matter, cereals, particularly wheat, has always been „an obsession of the 
rural world in Beiuş Land, ...., because it is always too scarce” (Stefănescu, 2012, p.54). This 
obsession for cereals, and wheat in particular, is still present in Beiuş Land. Wheat farming is 
specific to the subsistence agriculture in this region, still cultivated, in spite of all poor results, 
especially in comparison with other type of farming (Filimon, Luminiţa, 2012). This region proves 
once more that, in rural areas with a strong originality and distinctiveness feature, the cultures are 
not strictly influenced by natural conditions. There are cases where the main part in plant farming 
is played by family option. Thus, in contrast with wheat is potato farming, although being 
elementary in alimentation, is not as important for the inhabitants. Without trying to conduct a 
detailed analysis of the culture types, we can strongly assert (also based on RGA 2010) that, 
presently, the main culture plants in this area are maize and wheat, followed by potato. 

The same conservatism is specific when it comes to stock farming, them being bred in 
every household, for the needs of the house inhabitants and less for its capitalization. For example, 
we mention that the number of bovines for an exploitation is 1, the same for ovines and caprines. 
For these reasons, in many cases the access to agriculture help promoted through various 
stipulations place these exploitations on non-eligible postions. 9 

The degree of endowment with agriculture tools highlights the financial potential of the 
farmers, and of the rural area, generally. At the same time, it represents a marker of dualism 
(represented by the combination between new technology with the old one ancestral one), still 
present in agriculture. 

Tractors

Plows and drags

Seeders

Croppers

3542 

5149

319 195

 
Figure 2. Beiuş Land. Number of farm implements                    

(Data source: RGA, 2010) 
 

The low degree of use of farm implements is also the result of „their disintegration”, of a 
large number of owners and reduced financial potential. Also, in many cases, the size and natural 
features of the land makes impossible the use of technology. 

                                                           
8  http://www.insse.ro/cms/files/RGA2010/index.html 
9  http://www.apia.org.ro/ 
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The degree of use of farm implements (figure 2) is modest, corresponding to the type 
of practiced agriculture (subsistence). In many cases, the land owners rely on the use of cattle 
for some agricultural activities, because of the quality factor. This situation is frequently 
found in potato harvesting, land preparation and for some cultures (potato, maize), some 
culture sustenance activities (maize), when cattle traction is preferred to the use of tractors. In 
such cases manifests itself the solidarity specific to the rural Beiuş area, respectively the 
„appeal to the others” (Ştefănescu, 2012, p. 297), as put by a refined connoiseur of this area 
(although he was not from here).  

In conclusion, we can assert that through their features, the agriculture exploitations in 
Beiuş Land do not meet the requirements of the present market, but are mainly ensuring the 
household alimentation. Although there are possibilities to develop some agriculture activities 
financed by national and European programmes which target the rural area development 
(promotion of agriculture activities, of ecological agriculture), unfortunately, the tough criteria of 
accessing these funds do not help most of these exploitations. It is the case of stipulations no. 211 
and 212 which target the disadvantaged and significantly disadvantaged  mountainous areas, which 
subsumes most of the territorial-administrative units from Beiuş Land. Only nine such 
exploitations benefit from these funds. 10 

 
Manpower in agriculture 
The term used for manpower is corresponding to that used by RGA, which defines it as the 

persons who have worked in agriculture, regardless of the juridical status of the exploitation, being 
excluded the persons who have worked temporarily or have been employed by third parties. 11 

The manpower envolved in agriculture activities within Beiuş Land highlights the mass 
feature of this activity and the dominant rural aspect of this particular region, to these type of 
activities taking an active part almost all working population. According to RGA 2010, a total of 
42.053 people performed agriculture activities, which represents 53.7 % of the population in Beiuş 
Land. Compared to the number of already existing exploitations in this region, to each such 
exploitation corresponds an average of two persons, which shows that almost every family 
performs agriculture activities.  

Evidently, we should mark that not all these people perform a constant agriculture activity, 
most of them performing another type of activities. This is well highlighted by the time spent for 
these agriculture activities by these people. Thus, in Beiuş Land, we have rates of up to 25% from 
the annual work unit (AWU). According to RGA, 1 AWU is equal to 245 workdays. 12 In this 
region, the time spent in agriculture activities is 61 workdays. There are, thus, 27.664 such 
persons, respectively 65.8% of manpower. Their number decreases proportionally to the time spent 
in agriculture activities, only 0.6 % of the manpower spending a maximum time in such activities. 

Age and gender structure of manpower  
If the gender structure of manpower envolved in agriculture is not a defining element, the 

male population is predominant, the age group structure is the marker which defines agriculture as 
an economic activity, through performance.  

The manpower gender structure in agriculture in Beiuş Land highlights the higher rate of 
male population, but without large gaps between the two genders. A high rate of male population  
as manpower is found in Pocola (54,7%), Lunca (54%), followed by some communes in the 
mountainous area:  Roşia, Uileacu de Beiuş, Şoimi etc. 

Age of manpower highlights the fact that this activity is mainly performed by the elderly, 
thus accentuating the dilution, in time, of the relation between the peasant from Beiu and his land, 
as a result of collectivization and later, of globalization  (Filimon, 2012).   

                                                           
10  www.madr.ro  
11  http://www.insse.ro 
12  http://www.insse.ro 
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Figure 3. Gender and age group structure of manpower in agriculture 

(Data source: RGA, 2010) 
 

Distribution of manpower age groups highlights the high rate of population over 55 years old in 
the total of manpower (figure 3) and the low rate of the younger population. This can only be explained 
by the fact that the older population, mainly the retired persons, have more time for agriculture 
activities. By having a certain material security, the retired persons perform agriculture activities in 
order to ensure the family needs, out of habitualness, education and respect for community.  

For the younger persons (15-24 years old), the performance of agriculture activities is less 
appealing and mainly triggered by subjective factors and less for economical reasons. 

The exploitation manager, or its owner, is defined as being the one who is juridically and 
economically responsible and takes all the economic risks which might derive from this activity. 13 
Behind this definition, in the rural area, we found nine other than the head of household.  

In Beiuş Land there are 20.567 managers (heads) of exploitations. Their gender structure 
highlights the male predominance,  66,7% of them being males (figure 4). In none of the 
administrative units is recorded a female majority, but the percentage of 33% of the female 
population highlights the fact that their part in agriculture activities is not at all insignificant. 

 

 
Figure 4. Beiuş Land. Structure on gender and education level of the heads of agriculture exploitations (Data 

source: RGA, 2010) 
 

More importantly from economical point of view is the education level of the exploitation 
managers. The degree of education, as defined by RGA, is distributed on three levels. The first 
one, defined as basic agriculture education, is synonymous with the education received within the 
family, respectively the expertise cumulated in time, with no formal education whatsoever. The 

                                                           
13  http://www.insse.ro 
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second level, corresponding to the basic education, implies graduation from an industrial school or 
agriculture school. The full education is the higher level and implies graduation from college or 
specialized faculty. 14 

The analysis of the education level of the exploitation managers (figure 4) in Beiuş Land,  
based on agriculture distinctiveness, highlights the fact that, with few exceptions, is based on own 
experience, failures or success, the acquired knowledge from the forefathers, be it „stolen”, heard 
of or experienced in time. The cumulated experience during centuries of „agriculture practice” is 
perceived as the minimum knowledge necessary to obtain the needed products, the subsequent 
failures happening as a result of unhappy turn of events, natural ones, most of the time. 
Unfortunately, this knowledge is not enough to access funds from the national and European 
programmes of agriculture financing. For example, we can mention the situation in 2011 when, for 
stipulation no. 123 (the young farmers' establishment), in Beiuş Land had been registered 23 
projects out of which only nine were approved (according to  www.apdrp.ro).  

By following this analysis, one can clearly see the identity characteristic of agriculture 
activity in this region. This activity is performed by third age persons, in small exploitations, with 
minimum use of technology, without targeting any performance. The reason behind this type of 
agriculture lies in the affiliation to this community of Beiuş Land and the specific rural and 
conservative lifestyle. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
In conclusion, from the analysis of the two components necessary in agriculture, the 

exploitations and manpower in agriculture, outline several identity elements, unitary present in 
Beiuş Land. The most visible identity element is given by the fact that agriculture is still strongly 
anchored in the old agriculture practices, inherited from the forefathers. Presently, in this region, 
agriculture is a „modus vivendi” and not an economic activity, agriculture activities being the ones 
„to give social value to man” (Ştefănescu, 2012, p.11). 

Small size exploitations, with no juridical status, and privately owned lands indicate a deep 
attachment to the inherited „land”. Association is not considered a solution, out of reticence (it 
might refer to the former communist associations – CAP), out of experience, lack of 
entrepreneurial education of the locals and, last, but not least, lack of examples of „good 
practices”. Thus, in Beiuş Land, agriculture is a family activity, performed within and for the 
family, the product capitalization being only occasionally. Another identity element is represented 
by the fact that in all agriculture activities is involved the entire working community and the major 
part played by the head of household (he takes the agriculture responsibilities). The identity mark 
is also given by the fact that, for most of the exploitation managers, „life experience” and practical 
heritage replace formal education.  

Still, these identity elements in agriculture in Beiuş Land are the ones which give it some 
vulnerability features, others being influenced by exterior. The identity elements which make the 
agriculture in this area vulnerable are: size and juridical status of agriculture exploitations (most of 
them are not eligible for the agriculture policies promoted both nationally and in Europe); lack of 
association (it triggers the low degree of technology use, low production and, implicitly, the 
impossibility to reach competitiveness or, at least, economic productivity); high rate of manpower 
ageing and the lack of interest from younger generations towards agriculture activities, which are 
not seen as possible generators of wealth (it can trigger abandonment of land and some agriculture 
practices, with a negative effect on the community); the scarce education of the heads of 
exploitations and their age (it triggers the disinterest for the new and reticence about the 
opportunities given by the European Union, clearly illustrated by the low amount of projects 
financed through operational programmes for agriculture). Taking into account the already 
existing potential, only thus can be explained the lack of any ecological agriculture exploitation, 

                                                           
14  http://www.insse.ro 
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lack of cultures demanded by the market, such as blueberries, raspberries, hazelnuts or the 
preferance for commercial stock farming.  

It is possible that the key identity element of the agriculture identity and vulnerability in 
Beiu Land is just the position of the community towards agriculture, respectively its perception as 
a „modus vivendi” and not as an economic activity. In such case, the open question is For how 
long will this be an agriculture „between breads”?. Or a question more directed towards 
practicability What is the position of agriculture within a local development strategy of Beiuş Land 
based on identity?. By trying to answer this question, we consider that, the ecomomic 
capitalization of the „primitive” agriculture features, but in many cases also „ecological”, after 
the pattern of local productive system (even as a support for responsible tourism) represents a 
chance for the authentic rural communities to assert themselves locally and regionally. The 
establishment of a local production network, where products and local services should be 
capitalized on regional market under a brand (liability of quality, authenticity and tradition) can 
boost the local economic life and, implicitly, on the long run, increase the chances for this 
community, by improving the competitiveness of the rural authentic space, deeply devaluated at 
present. The identity elements of agriculture in Beiuş Land contain certain favourable 
circumstances for its transformation from a subsistence activity into an ecomomic alternative, 
integrated within a local productive system based on distinctiveness and authenticity. 
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Abstract: Tourism development is one of the important ways to achieve integrated economic 
development through the compatibility between the various productive and service sectors, 
and to make progress in quality and level of life. Yet this purpose cannot be achieved as a 
final aim without achieving the benchmarks in both the productive and service sectors. But 
the questions that arise regard the obstacles that hinder the path of the sustainable tourism 
development in Iraq and their impact on the tourism sector in the country. The research deals 
with descriptions of the most important determinants of domestic tourism in Iraq and shows 
that many of these quantifiable factors are of notable quality, while some are quantified and 
possibly included in the model record. From here, the focus will be laid on these factors as a 
driver and a motif to address the negative issues in the tourism industry of Iraq, especially 
since Iraq has become increasingly dependent on domestic tourism, more than on 
international tourism, in the light of deteriorating security conditions that stand as a major 
impediment in the entry of foreigners inside the country. 
 
Key words: tourism, tourism development barriers, tourism promotion, Iraq 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Tourism is a rapidly growing phenomenon and has become lately one of the largest industries 

in the world. The impact of tourism is extremely varied. On the one hand, it plays an important and 
certainly positive role in the socio-economic and political development of the destination countries 
by, for instance, creating new employment opportunities. Also, in certain instances, it may contribute 
to a broader cultural understanding by raising awareness and instilling respect for the diversity of 
cultures and ways of life. On the other hand, as a tool in creating jobs, tourism is nowadays the most 
important source of national income to some countries because of its prominent position in the 
development of the community, in the area where rebounding public services grow through modern 
facilities to relax and enjoy the beauty of nature and the study of civilizations. 

According to the expectations of some scholars, the world economy in the current century 
will soon be led by the three service industries, namely “communications, information technology 
and tourism industry”. Tourism has thus become an integral part of the industry and includes many 
fields like Planning, Investment, Construction, Marketing and Promotion. 

                                                           
 Corresponding Author 
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Iraq possesses multiple elements of tourism attraction, among which ancient civilizations, 
holy, places for all religions in the world and the nature of the mountains and rivers stretching 
from north to south across Iraq. Despite these advantages, its share within the world tourism is still 
below its potential, because the tourism sector in Iraq faces many restrictions, notably concerning 
the overall security situation, failure in adopting policies and lack of investment in infrastructure 
and basic services. These compelling issues need careful and long-term analysis so the 
development of the tourism sector could finally become an integrated and productive part in the 
process of economic development. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
Depiction of the difficulties of tourism development implied that we used different 

statistical data and information from central institutions, literature, and other sources such as 
interviews or dialogues with representatives of different institutions. The main hypothesis is that 
tourism development in Iraq is connected with numerous less visible aspects. These could be 
catalogued as difficulties, which explain why tourism is not significant in the present-day Iraq 
economy. To demonstrate what kind of difficulty strongly influences the sustainable development 
of tourism, our analysis has divided them into two categories: difficulties which are closely 
connected to tourism (internal environment), and difficulties which are closely connected to the 
general environment of tourism development (external environment). The main approach focuses 
on the logical interaction between different factors and conditions. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
There is no doubt that the tourism offer and the tourist attraction, both extremely rich and 

diverse, have increasingly diversified. However, as long as there are important obstacles and 
problems, they are not enough to achieve the expectations and demands and do not contribute to 
attracting tourists. Taking into consideration the huge tourism potential of Iraq, there seem to be 
very few signs that this activity could be further developed in the future, with the main causes 
being the little interest in promoting the Iraqi tourism and a bad environment to sustain promotion 
of effective policies in the field.  
 

SYSTEM OF DIFFICULTIES FOR THE SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
Difficulties generated by the internal envirironment 
Long-term issues of political instability and security 
This difficulty is one of the main factors affecting the tourism offer, because it is highly 

sensitive to tourism demand. For example, one year (1989) after the end of the Iraq-Iran war, with the 
country showing signs of stability, the number of foreign visitors to Iraq totaled a number of over one 
million persons (1,025,149) . In the following period, the number of visitors decreased progressively, 
with 70-80% due to the circumstances of the hot zone that followed the 1990 Gulf War. This 
regression is explained by the fact that Iraqi media publicly announced the use of depleted uranium 
weapons in the war, with direct effects on people’s health. At the same time, there is yet another 
element, the economic blockade, which led to a decline in the medical care system and subsequently 
triggered the spread of many diseases, a fact that became a phenomenon. Taking into account the 
political situation and constant decrease of individual and collective security, the tourism offer has 
been drastically affected. The tourism supply is the basic engine of tourist demands. All these are 
repelling factors for foreign tourists and for inbound tourism (Al-Houri, 2000). 

Another important event during the recent evolution of Iraq was the collapse of the 
dictatorial regime of Saddam Hussein, and the emergence of a new administration created under 
UN coordination. Marked by a strong instability, the entire period after Saddam is characterized 
by high insecurity, which is not favorable for tourism development. Despite of promises and 
prognosis on the post-Saddam evolution, it is still difficult to predict the consequences and end 
of present-day turbulences. 
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Basic and specific tourist display can be understood as a complex of major problems, which 
generates a huge political instability (figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1. Major factors as a source of political instability and insecurity in nowadays Iraq 

 
It is well-known that a tourist searching for convenience will be primarily looking for 

personal security and peace of mind. If these factors are not available, other elements and 
attractions can’t be an important pull factor for tourists. In the light of the current circumstances of 
the country, we conclude that factors such as political instability and insecurity serve as major 
barriers hindering the present and future sustainable tourism development of Iraq. 
 

Economic situation 
Monetary instability: The absence of a clear and stable monetary policy in the present-day 

economic development of Iraq affects the marketing process of the tourism product. This leads to 
fluctuating demands for the national tourism sector, reducing the capacity of attracting local and 
foreign investment. 

The importance of monetary policy in inbound tourism is connected with the high 
sensitivity of the demand to price. Frequently called “flexibility”, this sensitivity affects the 
mobility of incoming tourism and limits competition and seasonal market of tourism products. 
Given this situation, we identified some obstacles or problems, which could be developed in 
further, more detailed studies. Among these restrictions, we mention the followings:  

- intense competition between Iraq and the other Middle East countries as far as tourism 
products are concerned; there is a strong correlation between competition and political stability, 
and many parts of Middle East are favored. 

- limited or little demand for the Iraqi tourism products for the time being. 
- most tourism demand focuses on religious/sacred tourism and archeological tourism as: 

the ancient city of Babylon, the shrine of Imam Ali (AS), the city of Samarra and the ancient city 
of Ur. etc. They are world famous archaeological sites. A small percentage of the tourism demand 
on cultural tourism and an even smaller percentage on business tourism will probably be practiced 
in north of Iraq especially Kurdistan region. As for other forms of tourism therapeutic tourism or 
ski tourism demand is limited or virtually non-existent. 

- absence of seasonal fluctuation (seasonality) as regards tourism demands, for any of the 
three main forms of tourism (religious, cultural/archaeological, business). For example, religious 
tourism is compatible with several religious occasions, while business tourism corresponds with 
various economic conferences and trade fairs being held. 
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- contrasting differences in pricing based on the type of tourist group and the purpose of the 
visit (Wahab, Grompon, 1976). 

Weakness of tourism promotion: Following the logical steps of our analysis, the most 
important issue is represented by the weaknesses deriving from tourism promotion. The success of 
promotion depends on the coordination of the seller’s efforts towards establishing information 
outlets and facilitating the sale of goods and services, or accepting a certain idea. Concurrently, 
promotion means developing specific activities in order to forge communication with different 
markets through advertising, publication, public relations, media, video and audio, printing 
services and Internet. Making a good promotion implies physical evidence and processes of 
service delivery, as well as service producers to accomplish and embody the mental images carried 
by tourists from destinations (Abu Rahma, 2001). 

Promotion activity of tourism in Iraq suffers from several obstructions or problems, which 
diminish the attraction of tourists, and cause some negative effects on the economic activities 
nowadays. Some of these obstructions are: lack of clarity in the promotional mix that would ensure 
a successful publicity for tourism in Iraq; few promotional policies based on proper scientific 
research among the ones implemented by the Tourism Authority or by private sectors or 
professional organizations working in the tourism sector; management deficiencies within the 
overall structure of the Tourism Authority and lack of a specialized department charged with 
fulfilling the process of tourism promotion of tourist products in Iraq; decrease of tourism 
publications promoting national values and their related services; absence of a national strategy for 
tourism promotion by use of prints and films; failure in determining the basics of promotional 
design of the country code (National Logo) as well as in identifying particular logos for every 
province of Iraq and giving a clear tourism picture for those provinces and as it is the case in the 
developed countries of the world; limited access to international information networks (Internet) to 
provide essential knowledge regarding the Iraqi tourism product; insignificant role of embassies 
and cultural centers abroad in the promotion of Iraqi tourism product and other marketing outlets.  

Other initiatives of tourism promotion are hindered by the following deficiencies: limited 
satellite contribution or limited coordination between the Tourism Authority agencies in making 
use of Iraqi Satellite TV channels in this field; low international promotion and participation in 
foreign fairs for the promotion of tourism products and poor representation in international 
organizations concerned with tourism activity; lack of special publications for archaeological sites; 
few initiatives in proclaiming special occasions for tourist shopping that would resemble similar 
events from neighboring countries. This is mainly due to the lack of integration, for now, of major 
components. The Tourism Authority has nonetheless defined and promoted “The tourist week”; 
little or no promotion of folklore, historical monuments and heritage within the many local events 
and celebrations for the purpose of benefiting from tourism programs (Al-Alaq, al-Tai, 1999). 

 
Weak development of complementary services and facilities 
The importance of complementary services is that they constitute an outer framework for 

the tourism product as they approach and complement the tourism product and required services 
which are brought to tourists. Without them tourism products remain static and incomplete. 
However, problems once again occur, affecting tourism activities and supplementary services in 
Iraq, which, in turn, have negative effects on the domestic and inbound tourism. 

Insights into this issue reveal as an important obstacle the weak performance of the hotels’ 
system. The main cause of low attractiveness is low level of investment and difficulty in 
elaborating a development plan for investment recovery. The second issue would be inadequate 
capacity (occupancy rates) for hotels to meet the demand, especially in the peak of the tourism 
season. In this respect, we need to point out the losses, particularly in areas with high levels of 
religious attractiveness. Here, because of the lack of a booking system, hotels do not make use of 
their full capacity, which eventually results in many empty beds. This prevents plenty of travel and 
tourism companies to find an adequate place for their groups.  
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Last but not least, another issue deals with the decline of tourism transportation, which is far 
from supporting the potential of tourism development in Iraq. An equal negative impact is caused by the 
lack of specialized transport companies, specifically dedicated to tourism. Tourism transportation can 
be correlated with high degrees of infrastructure deterioration, as shown in (figure 2). 

 
Figure 2. All four exemplified features are missing from Iraq but are regular aspects in developed countries 

of the world, where tourism plays a key-role in the economy 
 
Restrictive cultural issues 
Iraq has enforced many behavioral rules in the course of time, which occasionally confuse 

Western visitors who are not familiar with local customs or culture and may sometimes face 
difficulties. Homosexuality is illegal and kissing in public is considered inappropriate. In addition, 
visitors are required to obey Muslim religious restrictions even if they are not Muslims themselves, 
such as not consuming alcohol anywhere except in some licensed venues. 

Wearing a bikini, swimsuits / trunks are only permitted in swimming pools areas, which are 
separated for men and women, and it is illegal to be topless. Wearing swimsuits outside such areas may 
result in arrest under public indecency laws. Because many of these rules are little known, foreign 
tourists from Europe and The Americas have been deprived of their freedom and/or of personal 
property on the grounds of exhibiting inappropriate behavior that would otherwise be familiar to them 
in their home countries. This is possibly one of the obstacles in attracting foreign tourists. 

 
Other problems 
Several other problems affecting the tourism sector can be further identified. They 

constitute important impediments for tourism activities, although they are general in nature. For 
example, the low productivity of the tourism sector is systematically ignored while the government 
focuses on other sectors. This has immediate economic effects. In this case, tourism is still 
pragmatic as a marginal activity which is not highlighted as an important national economic 
activity. One of the major priorities and strategic objectives of the central decision-makers is the 
exploitation and processing of oil resources, which have a large international market. The tourism 
development needs important investment in infrastructure, significant changes at an educational 
and cultural level, a new and innovative attitude of entrepreneurs engaged in the field, and of 
course, a strategic plan for future development (Meier, Gerald, 1968). 

Part of the problems derives from the fact that the private sector participating in the tourism 
development process must meet more professional criteria and increase workers’ confidence in their 
work. For this change to be undertaken it is necessary to diminish the volatility and ambiguity of the 
existing laws, and to define new legislative elements to adjust the performance of this sector. 
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It is worth revealing the fact that there are no connections between the agricultural and 
industrial sectors and the tourism activities. Tourism needs the support of these economic branches 
for at least two reasons: firstly, for a direct support, and secondly, for ensuring an economic 
alternative in the cases when tourism activity is only temporary. The synergy between the three 
sectors could provide high quality complementary services to accompany tourism activities. 

 
Difficulties generated by the external environment 
Entry visa 
A problem of uttermost importance regarding the development of the tourism sector in Iraq 

is the entry visas required to enter the country. The policy of the state depends on the existing 
reciprocity between two states, which, in the light of the current situation, tends to hinder the 
development of tourism in Iraq. Being aware of Iraq’s exceptional situation as a direct 
consequence of bad security situation, many countries express worries and refrain from granting 
an entry visa to Iraqi citizens. The Iraqi government must comply with the situation. Tourist 
receiving states used to grant many facilities along with the tourists’ visas, some of them including 
special discounts commensurate with the tourists’ length of stay (Tourism Authority, 2001). As for 
now, the situation in Iraq is quite different, which causes serious problems (figure 3). 

 
Figure 3. All difficulties connected with entry VISA have a significant role in diminishing the flows of 

tourists and in altering the attractiveness of the country as an important receptor for international visitors. 
 

Border crossing points 
Meant as outlets borders, the airports and border crossings and ports are important since 

tourists create a picture from these points which consists of first impressions regarding the services 
and the country. There are some important aspects that constitute issues which impede the arrival 
of tourists to Iraq (inbound tourism). Some of them are listed as follows:  

- lack of awareness among workers at border crossing points on the importance of inbound 
tourism to the country as well as on how to deal with tourists 

- low quality of existing services in these ports, especially at the border crossing points 
- absence of intermediate services such as tourist information offices or visitor centers 
 - no signs or logos guiding foreign tourists and providing information about Iraq and its 

culture or any general information to help tourists create a first picture of the country 
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- prohibiting tourists to take along some of their purchases and gifts, although they have 
been paid for in hard currency. 

- lack of primary services, especially in tourist ports, border crossing areas, such as 
restrooms, restaurants or places of laundry and other personal services or even basic 
accommodation for emergency situations that may require an overnight stay at the border. 

- lack of entry and exit ports, especially for individual tourists and tourist groups within the 
border crossing areas, airports or ports, which often lead to delayed procedures for access and 
departure. 

 
Conflict surroundings 
This problem is directly connected to the political instability and low security in Iraq, where 

foreign tourist experiences are significantly affected by any process held in any of the country’s 
destinations. The tourism industry is fragile, affected by political events, security problems or 
outbreaks of disease, with little notice regarding the emergence of a random crisis. The most 
dangerous crisis is provoked by terrorism attacks which have a negative impact on tourism 
industry. Following the events of September 11th, 2001 was considered the worst year in the 
history of international tourism, with the overall number of tourists having decreased with 0.6% 
compared to 2000.  

Many scholars consider that this event was the biggest disaster in the history of the global 
tourism industry (Franjiata, 2002). Practically, it constituted the moment of the emergence of 
global terrorism as a worldwide phenomenon, which led to the occurrence of similar events like 
the ones on Bali Island (October 2002). The bombing affected the practice of tourism in Indonesia 
and the number of people visiting its tourist attractions diminished. It later influenced the events of 
Kenya in Mombasa on the rim of the Indian Ocean and the hotel bombing (Paradise). This one last 
event (28/11/2002) affected the practice of tourism not only in the region but also at a world scale, 
and was, in turn, followed by similar events like the Mumbai attacks (November 2008) and Utoya 
Island (July 2011). In this respect we notice that both the war on Iraq in 2003 and the emergence 
of terrorism in the country created a very serious problem which reflects on the national tourism 
industry. Besides spreading terror, the war causes daily killings of people and destruction of 
infrastructure and superstructure.  

Clearly, this evolution does not encourage tourism development and as long as terrorism 
will continue existing in Iraq, it will destroy the image of the country among other countries in the 
world. Because of terrorism, the tourism sector has suffered a lot in Iraq. Terrorism created a 
negative image on Iraq as a country of wars, killing, destruction and terrorism. Iraq was considered 
the first country in the world in the manufacture of terrorism, which led to fears among foreigners 
entering the country, in addition to the migration of Iraqis to neighboring countries and European 
countries. It also led to weakness in domestic tourism. Terrorism is not confined to the destruction 
of the tourism in Iraq only. As everyone knows, the events that occurred in the Arab countries in 
early 2011, called “the Arab Spring”, led to toppling dictatorial governments in Egypt, Tunisia, 
Libya and Yemen.  

The conflict in Syria lasts even nowadays. All of these events led to the major fall of the 
Arab tourism, especially Egypt, which was among the countries to compete in global tourism. All 
over the world terrorism is a major factor that affects all sectors involved in tourism. Following the 
9/11 events, for example, the Amadeus system for international flight reservations pointed a 28% 
cancellation rate, which means 1.6 million cancelled reservations. The same events caused 
hundreds of U.S. companies operating in Europe and Japan to cancel. It was registered that 9500 
canceled travels to the United States led to a loss of 13 million U.S. dollars over a period of only 
four days (11-14 September). Australia faced a loss in revenue of 2.5 billion dollars for the year 
that followed. France, which is the first country in the world to have received tourists (WTO 
Tourism, 2002) witnessed lower bookings and a 20% cancel rate of tourists. To what hotels and 
airlines experienced from the decline in operating rates, the dismissal of approximately 137000 



Insights into the Main Difficulties of Achieving Sustainable… 
 

39 

employees in the United States, Europe, Asia, Canada can be added (WTO Tourism, 2002). 
Therefore, such events constitute a so-called tourism crisis, which represents an emergency to deal 
with for any country seeking to develop its tourism industry. There is a need for developing 
suitable plans for virtually any crisis (crisis or hazard management) due to war, diseases, accidents 
or natural disasters, such as earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, fires. Such plans seek to improve the 
image of a tourist destination. 

 
Investment and government expenditures 
Development of tourism in any country depends on the degree of government investment 

and spending for tourism as well as on the financial resources provided by the state in order to 
build retaining and supporting projects for infrastructure and superstructure development. This 
features raised many problems and obstacles which gradually led to the decline of tourism in Iraq 
(Tourism Authority, 2001) (figure 4). 

 
Figure 4. Major reasons for the weakness of government investment 

 
The main reason for the weakness of government investment is the bad security situation in 

Iraq. Important businessmen and owners of companies fear of investing their money because of 
bombings that happened during the last decade, which led to the withdrawal of many foreign 
companies from Iraq. 
 

Tourism legislation 
Issuance of Law No. (14) of year 1996 came and it is now amended. Its role is to make sure 

tourism activity in Iraq regains its importance. The adoption of this law, which is called “the law 
of the Tourism Authority”, has taken upon itself the resumption of tourism activities. It is prepared 
by the competent central authority for this activity and the task of incoming tourism has been 
entrusted to the circle of aggregates within the organizational structure. It appears to have several 
supply constraints, some of which are as follows. The organizational structure needs to be revisited 
because its current state does not keep pace with the work of the Commission, which serves the 
tourism sector. Law No. (14) of year 1996 does not specify the duties and functions of the 
Commission (Tourism Authority, 2005). The authority clearly suffers from sagging regulatory and 
heaviness in the tasks. The authority experiences shortages of specialized groups in the field of 
tourism and hotels in Iraq, as well as poorness and absence of experts and expertise needed and 
necessary in this area. Among the difficulties the Authority faces are the slow management of 
tourism projects and the lack of decentralization of management. 
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A comparative view on competitve advantages of dubai and turkey in front of iraq 
The future tourism development in Iraq must be projected in the entire region and 

especially within a comparison with the strongest competitors on the tourism market. For instance, 
due to the general climate in Iraq, Dubai and Turkey are advantaged, so in the next years tourism 
development could become a key element in also introducing tourism in Iraq. 

In order to have a comparative view, we underline the main issue of tourism development 
in both areas, looking forward to seeing Iraq tourism develop in the future. Both areas attract 
millions of visitors every year, but we believe that in order to have a complete view of the Middle-
East, the integration of Iraq has become a necessity. 

 
Dubai as an exotic model for tourism development 
 Dubai is now one of the most important countries in the world with regard to tourism and it 

is a very close model for Iraq because it is an Arab country, having the same type of climate and 
environment. The tourism sector in Dubai evolved spectacularly and very fast because of the 
proper planning of the State, where tourism is now the second source of income after petroleum. 
The proportion of the revenues achieved increased within the last years. Dubai has an area of 1450 
square miles and its natural harbour and shores make it a valid docking place for boats of all sizes. 
Dubai has a wide reputation in the Middle East and other nearby areas as a centre of attraction for 
visitors, businessmen, leisure travellers and shopping lovers. 

Dubai has all the necessary capabilities to make it an attractive destination for travellers, 
combining the provision of comfort following the European model and the nature of the Eastern 
features. Shopping in Dubai, one of the most important activities brings tourists from around the 
world. Being an open tax-free city, it attracts many tourists. The price level is very reasonable for 
various types of available products that range from modern electronics with world-famous brands 
to traditional Arabic goods, in addition to many forms of gold jewels at precious unbeatable prices. 

After successfully reuniting tourism experts in the Gulf, the Emirate of Dubai became a living 
example of the superiority of tourism and a launching pad between the Eastern and Western 
civilizations. Realistic figures brought Dubai to the front and impressive results provide this beautiful 
city with qualities of excellence. It has now become a window for international investment. 

Dubai won the contest awards that World Tourism announced in New York in October 2003. 
Dubai International Airport was declared the best airport not only in the Middle East but also in the 
world, being ahead of Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Sydney and New York. It is the award-winning Best 
Airport for its collections and it won the Emirates’ Airlines award in the Middle East. 

Dubai’s renowned Al Arab Hotel was named the best hotel in the world, with integrated 
rooms and also won the Dubai International Award for Best Trade on the conference centre, the 
Emirates Towers Hotel and the award for Best Conference Hotel. The Department of Tourism and 
Commerce Marketing of the Government of Dubai was awarded the best body for tourism and 
organizing conferences in the Middle East. Dubai is known for its many historical monuments and 
heritage sites, among which ruins and archaeological sites, describing the dimensions of the whole 
cultural history of the Emirate. Among the highlights of Dubai there are the Al Fahidi 
archaeological Fort and Museum; the house of Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum, which was the 
residence of the ruler of Dubai from 1912 to 1958; Heritage and Diving Village; Ahmadiya 
School, the first regular school in Dubai that was established in 1912 and has been converted into 
an educational museum. 

 
Turkey as a popular model for tourism development 
Turkey, one of the countries which shares a border with Iraq, evolved dramatically in the 

tourism sector. Turkey is the closest example to Iraq. Sustainable development in Turkey was the 
result of state policy in the development of plans for the advancement of the tourism sector. One of 
the important things achieved by Turkey is the facility of receiving an entry visa, which enables 
tourists to receive a visa directly at the airport without any fees or conditions, such as booking a 
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hotel or otherwise. In addition, Turkey is the only country so far to allow passport holders of an 
old type (S), which are not allowed in any countries. 

The tourist attractions in Turkey are hugely diversified. First of all, the geographical 
location of the country enables the connection between European countries and the countries of 
East Asia and the ones in the Arabian area. Secondly, its cultural and historical heritage is rarely 
found in other countries. All these issues are multiplied by the possibility to use different transport 
facilities, such as maritime and road ones. Tourist trips are favoured by a dense transport network 
which connects various Turkish cities and resorts. 

In addition, Turkey is a country with unique clothing, footwear and leather goods as well as 
desserts, diverse glassware, antiques, perfumes etc. Complementary, we remark the quality and 
diversity of Turkish food, which is promoted by a large number of Turkish restaurants in the 
world. Another important aspect is a variety of leisure facilities and places, which create an 
interesting atmosphere. 

 
SOME PROPOSALS TO DIMINISH THE BARRIER EFFECTS OF ACTUAL 

DIFFICULTIES FOR TOURISM DEVELOPMENT 
Most recommendations emerging from this study are applicable after restoring political 

stability and security in Iraq. This synthesis on the main difficulties depicted during our analysis 
could offer the Ministry of Tourism an essential element for a forward-looking vision to build a 
national strategy for sustainable tourism development in Iraq. Practically, these recommendations 
intend to draw a framework for a tourism national strategy, based on the principles of sustainable 
development and its three dimensions of economic, social and environmental progress. This means 
supporting the economic and social well-being, preserving the environment, social and cultural 
values. The building of such strategy requires an operational strategic scheme as a basis for future 
development of tourism, according to the already existing tendencies worldwide. 

In order to elaborate a project for the tourism development, the fundamental condition that 
needs to be fulfilled is having political stability and high security. In this respect the central 
government, regional and local administration should work together to reduce the period needed to 
diminish internal conflicts, to integrate the fundamentalist groups in the society and solve the ethnic 
problems. They deal with complex problems which are essential in attracting foreign tourists. 

Firstly, there is a need for planning the monetary stability and for adopting a clear monetary 
policy in order to help the advancement of the economic sector in general and the tourism sector, 
in particular. 

Secondly, there is a need for developing the tourist media. Because of the security situation, 
in the last period most of the foreign tourists have been afraid to enter Iraq despite the improved 
security situation in the north and south. Since tourists don’t feel safe, there is a need to change the 
image in order to show them elements of tourist attractions in Iraq, especially for young 
generations who do not seem to have heard anything good about Iraq, only of murder and 
terrorism. It is preferable to sign agreements with global advertising companies or satellite 
channels at a high level. 

Thirdly, there is a need for creating good international relations with neighbouring 
countries in order to secure the border from terrorism, and also for supporting tourism by 
providing facilities for entry visas or organized tours. This can be achieved by creating 
partnerships with neighbouring countries near Iraq, which help promote the tourism sector. 

Fourthly, there is a need for reconsidering the tourist legislation and adjusting it so as to 
ensure compatibility between the amendments required. It is important to work on obtaining a 
Tourism Law basis, which includes a comprehensive organization for all the work performed for 
tourism, including the determination of the role of the Ministry of Tourism and its authority and 
the role of the public, private and mixed sector companies. 

It is necessary to train groups of specialists for tourism development by sending them to 
developed countries. It is also necessary to open colleges and institutions for the study of tourism, 
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since for now the only section that teaches Tourism Administration belongs to the University of 
Mustansiriya. There, following my five-year work for the tourism sector in Iraq I concluded that 
there was a lack of cohesion between the tourism specialists. Therefore, I will suggest to officials 
of tourism in Iraq to be more interested in this subject. 
 

CONCLUSION 
The most important challenge for sustainable tourism development concerns the 

perspective and expectations that all stakeholders, particularly government policy-makers get 
involved and contribute to tourism at the local, regional and national level. Many developing 
countries view tourism as a vehicle for economic development, given its potential to earn foreign 
exchange and create employment. The existence of many obstacles and problems hinders the 
sustainable tourism development in Iraq. Among them, there are problems related directly to 
tourism and problems related to its external environment. 

The absence of national policies and plans in Iraq reveals the necessity to adopt a method or 
principle of sustainable development for the tourism activity. Lack of Arabian cooperation in the 
field of tourism, in the development of sustainable tourism and in the exchange of experiences is a 
major problem. The lack of best practices and competencies in tourism management is another 
weak point. There is a strengthening of the Iraqi tourist sites through the Internet World Wide Web 
which promises a most important means of promoting tourism in the new millennium. There is a 
need for more promotional resources, however. 

Unfortunately, there is insufficient support from the specialized institutes and universities to 
develop the research and study programmes for creating and training specialists in the tourism sector. 
This offer is not enough to cover the existing demands, and is not able to contribute to the increasing 
of the tourism activities. The Iraqi tourism needs specialised people, trained and educated to meet 
high-standard tourist demands, especially to ensure a high quality of the tourism services. The efforts 
must be focused on creating opportunities to increase the number of specialized and skilled 
manpower, connected with the needs of the current and future market expectations. 

Analysing the entire spectrum of the tourism difficulties rises, clearly, the need to apply 
appropriate long-term marketing and promotional policies, involving Iraqi embassies, tourist 
offices, satellite TV and international information network (Internet). In addition, the general tour 
guide and tourist maps of cities in Iraq should be presented in international languages. Such kind 
of actions could create a national synergy for the further development of tourism activities in Iraq. 

Because of the lack of support for the establishment of tourist festivals and weekly 
celebrations, tourism promoters have filed an appeal for managers of companies, journalists and 
writers interested in exploring tourism and for tourism experts and managers of international hotels 
to promote Iraqi tourism products. There is a need for a new mental picture of the Iraqi tourism 
among foreign markets in order to determine tourists to visit Iraq. There is a need for a sustainable 
tourism department at the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and also for finding methods of 
sustainable development. There is a need for using investment projects in tourism and provide 
official scientific and specialized consultancy in this area. 
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Abstract: The routine of everyday life, the stifling society, the desire of novel and 
unexpected alongside the unlimited access to information got the modern man on the 
threshold of a new experience: adventure. Within this context in the tourism industry one type 
of tourism seems to gain more and more followers: adventure tourism. The adventure tourism 
is a nature-based tourism involving challenging outdoors activities with a great potential of 
thrill and excitement. Thus, this paper aims to emphasise the potential for adventure tourism 
in Bihor County by highlighting the areas where activities related to adventure tourism are 
developed and to propose new itineraries.     
 
Key words: adventure tourism, outdoor activities, extreme sports, adventure traveller 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
Phenomenon that dominates the contemporary world (Cocean, 2005) and a barometer for 

the modern society (Erdeli & Gheorghilaş, 2006), tourism is considered to be an economic sector 
whose deployment framework is the geographical area modelled and transformed into a tourist 
area according to the attractiveness of its elements valued by specific facilities designed to support 
the tourism phenomenon (Măhăra, 1995). Transforming tourism into industry is one of the biggest 
changes in postwar economic activity (Batta, 2000). However, no other industry has an image 
problem itself higher than the tourist industry (Edgell et al., 2008). Tourism can not be regarded as 
an independent industry but only in connection with an amalgamation of other industry sectors: 
hospitality, transport, labor, etc. Tourism is a "reality" created by the human being who wants to 
travel the desire to broaden the horizons of knowledge, wants to relax away from the hubbub of 
everyday life or to recover their lost health in everyday hustle. The permanent alterations occurred 
in the behaviour of the tourism products consumers’ are a consequence of globalization as it has 
the capacity to create impacts on cultural criteria, social criteria, personal criteria and 
psychological criteria (Kotler, 2008). Therefore, there is an ongoing change in the demand for 
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tourism products. Market tourism is confronting nowadays with a high demand for tourism 
products that promise a guaranteed level of excitement and thrill. To that effect for the past 
decades tour operators have tried to combine the tourist packages so that to comprise at least one 
activity with potential for thrill and excitement. So, the path for adventure tourism has been planed.  

Analyzing the opportunities for adventure tourism in the Bihor County is the main purpose 
of the present paper. The present paper is having a geographical approach by the areas studied 
offering possibilities for the capitalization of the adventure tourism. In the same time we are 
highlighting the strong existing connection between extreme sports and adventure tourism. 

 
 DATA AND METHODS 
Any research or now a scientific approach, regardless of the field has its starting pont in the 

establishment of the research topic and setting of the methods, means and strategies overview by 
which the goal of the research will be achieved. For the present paper we used the classical 
methods of research: the bibliographic documentation addressing both Romanian and foreign 
literature, the field observation and research, the information storage and processing and the 
analysis and synthesis. 

 
DISSCUSION AND RESULTS 
Defeining adventure tourism 
In 2005 the futurist Thornton May asserted that ,,the future of travel is adventure travel”. It 

is reasonable that adventure travel and adventure tourism to be considered one and the same as 
tourism involves a trip that includes accommodation, transport and different activities with various 
level of excitement and thrill. In order to give a proper full understanding of the collocation 
,,adventure tourism” it is necessary to analyze the etymology of its most important word: 
adventure.  The etymology of adventure lies in the Latin ,,adventurus” future participle of the verb 
,,advenire” which means ,,to happen to” (dictionary.reference.com). Adventure is generally 
assumed to describe a dangerous action with an inherent amount of risk involved and an uncertain 
outcome. Therefore, adventure is usually unexpected and exciting. In terms of adventure tourism 
there has been little attention in the academic literature as it is mentioned in some texts of 
ecotourism, outdoor, recreation and park management (Buckley, 2006, p.11), but it is a fact that 
adventure tourism is a subsector of the commercial tourism and the demand for it has grown 
rapidly for the past decades. Thus, adventure tourism began to be studied in the perspective of 
economic impact as well as it had a total annual turnover worldwide of around US$1 trillion 
(Buckley, 2010). Considering this point of view we have tried to select the most comprehensive 
definitions for the adventure tourism in the literature, therefore we have focused on three 
utterances of the following: Buckley in 2006, Candian Tourism Commision in 2008 and 
Adventure Travel Trade Association in 2010. All these three definitions focus on excitement, 
interaction with nature and outdoor activities. In our opinion the most broad definition for 
adventure tourism has been given by the Adventure Travel Trade Association in 2010: ,,any 
domestic or international trip that includes at least two out of the three following aspects: physical 
activity, interaction with nature, and cultural learning or exchange” (ATTA, 2010). As it can be 
seen this definition is based upon the changing consumer needs; nowadays traveller is in the 
permanent search of new an unprecedented experiences having more or less risk potential but a 
high level of excitement. The most highlighted aspect in adventure tourism is risk implying 
danger, thrill, adrenalin, unexpected outcome and extraordinary experiences. The degree of risk is 
often a subjective issue as what is risky for one person may be not be considered risky for another 
person (Buckley, 2006). For this reason ATTA with The George Washington University (GW) and 
Xola Consulting (Xola) have advanced two categories of activities for adventure tourism: hard and 
soft activities. In the category of hard activities were included only three types of outdoor 
activities: caving, climbing (mountain/rock/ice) and trekking. As it can be seen hard adventure 
activities involves a higher level of physical or rugged involvement and also requires a good 
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physical training and greater challenging of the participants. Unsurprisingly these kinds of 
activities are arresting merely to a small percent of persons usually having a high level of 
specialized skills. The soft category comprises the others such as: archaeological expedition, 
backpacking, birdwatching, camping, canoeing, cycling, eco-tourism, environmentally, sustainable 
activities, fishing/fly – fishing, hiking, horseback riding, hunting, kayaking/sea/whitewater, 
orienteering, rafting, research expedition, safaris, sailing, snorkelling, skiing/snowboarding, 
surfing and volunteer tourism1. The soft adventure activities do not requires a higher level of 
physical involvement by participants rather a moderate one and less physical and mental 
challenging.  

The most interesting thing is that in this study eco-tourism is no longer considered a type of 
tourism and its activities such as birdwatching or cycling for example are now absorbed to the soft 
adventure tourism activities. We believe that is the thrill and the excitement given by these 
activities that has lead to this approach, but we cannot consider eco-tourism barely an activity as it 
has been extensively studied for decades and the adventure tourism itself leans on its basics. 
Furthermore some of the soft adventure tourism activities such as archaeological expedition are 
considered examples of discovery travel (Muller et al., 2001 op.ct. Swarbrooke et al., 2003). A 
discovery travel does not imply any kind of risk just excitement and thrill engender by the emotion 
of being in a novel place, interacting with a novel culture or to take part to novel activity.   

Within this context it is necessary to overlook the main characteristics or qualities of the 
adventure tourism: uncertain outcomes, danger and risk, challenge, anticipated rewards, novelty, 
stimulation and excitement, escapism and separation, exploration and discovery, absorption and 
focus and contrasting emotions (Swarbrooke et al., 2003). However, it is compulsory all these 
qualities to be all present in order to have an adventure. The core of adventure is the uncertain 
outcome as uncertainty is one of the factors that sets up challenge and creates danger and risk as 
well. Escaping the routine of everyday life is the main motivation of the human living in a more 
and more stressed and stifling society craving for a new experience in exotic surroundings where 
the concerns of the ordinary world are left behind. Novelty, stimulation and excitement are only 
possible by exploration and discovery of unconventional activities in a remote environment giving 
a wide range of contrasting emotions to the traveller. 

 
Motivation for adventure tourism and general adventure traveler profile 
It has been established that for the adventure tourism the notion of risk and challenge are 

paramount (Weber, 2007). According to Plog's traveller typology an tourist seeking for thrill, 
excitement, risk or danger can be easily considered as an allocentric. Further, Jackson et al (2001) 
has developed a model of tourist personality types with the addition of the Eyseneck's 
Extroversion Scale in order to establish a pattern to which tourist can be classified by combining 
the destination selection predictability of the adventuresome scale with a scale of social interaction 
(Seery & Paris, 2010).  

Later on Seery & Paris have added an third dimension of sensation seeking  to 
Jackson'model and by this: ,,Jackson's model becomes a clear window into what destination 
attract certain tourists by means of sociability, psychological preference and desired effect” (Seery 
& Paris, 2010). The achieved pattern offers the possibility for a better understanding of the 
adventure tourists’ behaviour and their desires. According to these pattern two categories of 
adventurer travellers emerge: adventure immersionist who is allocentric, extraversion and 
experience seeking and will not choose a safe environment and adventure generalist who is 
allocentric and extraversion as well, but kind of familiar seeking with a desire of trying something 
thrilling up to a point. They need to be assured that the action they are involved in are not harmful 
and cannot cause serious injury. It is evident that the major motivation of the two categories is 
different: ,,immersionist” are seeking for an challenging environment where they can focus on 
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their own strengths and capabilities, therefore we can think to them as hard adventure travellers; 
and the ,,generalist” who foremost seek to gain knowledge in a environment possessing natural 
beauty or cultural traditions with adventure activities as an extra-option.  

ATTA (2010) has identified the profile of the adventure traveller as male or female with a 
majority aging 35-47 split in soft and hard adventurers, highly educated with higher levels of 
household income. Mostly, the hard adventurers are abroad travellers meanwhile soft adventures 
are engaging in activities domestically. Commonly, at a first sight the two types of ,,soft and hard” 
adventure travellers can be identified by their looks and their behaviour. Soft adventure tourists 
prefer to travel in a guided group and to get involve in pre-set activities with a low degree of 
danger offering a high level of excitement by the end of it. It is likely possible for them to show up 
in street clothes and the tour operator has to provide specialized clothing and is also likely to know 
little about the activity they are about to undertake. These kind of tourists are seeking for pre-
arranged packages including transportation, accommodation, proper equipment and specialized 
guides. Hard adventure tourists are requiring a high level of adrenalin. They are travelling in small 
groups, establishing their own routes, using alternative forms for accommodation and usually do 
not need guidance but for particular reasons.  

The 2013 report of the adventure tourism market published by ATTA with GW and XOLA 
gives an overview of the adventure travel profile according to the favourite activities, issuing the 
following 2: 4,90% are preferring hard adventure, 41,90% soft adventure and an percentage of 
53,20% is preferring another type of activities. The percents listed above are for the European 
Travellers. The study aimed three key regions: Europe, North America and South America. The 
most adventurous according to this study are the south american's travellers as they prefer hard 
adventure more than the ones in the other two regions: 8% of travellers enjoying hard adventures; 
the percent for soft adventure is close to the percent of the europeans' 40,30%, meanwhile 51,70% 
are enjoying other activities. It is an interesting fact that only a small percent of the north 
american's travellers like hard adventures 0,9% of the persons interviewed, 15,50% are pro soft 
adventure and the highest percent is for the other types of activities. In the category "other" has 
been included: attending local festivals/fairs, cruise, cultural activities, educational programs, 
getting to know the locals, learning a new language, walking tours, visiting friends/family, visiting 
historical sites. 

 
Extreme sports and adventure tourism 
It is obvious that mostly adventure tourism is associated with adventure sports or extreme 

sports due to the activities promoted by this type of tourism e.g. climbing, cycling, or river rafting. 
Extreme sports are generally considered outdoor activities with a high level of inherent risk 
practiced in a specific environment with an adequate clothing and equipment. Gheorghilaș (2006) 
considers adventure tourism as an improved type of sport tourism. In his opinion sport tourism is a 
subtype of tourism and leisure (Gheorghilaș, 2006, p. 62). A broad approach of sport tourism 
refers to it as ,,travel away from one’s primary residence to participate in a sport activity for 
recreation or competition, travel to observe sport at the grassroots or elite level and travel to visit 
a sport attraction such as sports hall of fame or water park” (Gibson Attle and Yiannakis, 1997 
op.ct. Hudson, 2003, p. 2). The general trend within the tour operators is to offer packages 
including outdoor leisure activities as a consequence of the permanent changing of the tourism 
demand. 

 We can state that adventure tourism in not just about adventure sports or extreme sports as 
it requires a certain type of environment and the agents involved in its deploying are numerous: 
tour operators offering specialised packages, specialized guides, adequate accommodation and 
transportation according to the nature of the activity proper clothing and equipment and not at last, 
entertainment. The best argument in this case is Buckly’s definition for advenure tourism: ,,guided 
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commercial tours where the principal attraction is an outdoor activity that relies on features of the 
natural terrain, generally requires specialized  sporting or similar equipment, and is exciting for 
the tour clients” (Buckley, 2006, p. 3).    

 
 Extreme sports and adventure tourism in Bihor County 
 Due to its geographical position, historic and interethnic connections, Bihor county is 

considered one of the most important "gates of entrance" from the western part of the country as it 
shares 150 km of frontier line with Hungry, more precisely with the Hungarian counties of Hajdu-
Bihar and Békeş. Accrose this forontier line there are spread four important crossing border units: 
Valea lui Mihai, Borș, Episcopia Bihor and Salonta (figure 1). 

 

 
Figure 1. The geographic position of Bihor County 

(Source: own elaboration based on the data basis RomaniaUTMWGS84) 
 

Bihor County overlaps a variety of landforms, built as a vast amphitheater opening to the 
north - west. There are three main units: mountains with their charming landscapes, hills ending 
the western edge of mountains separated by broad depressions, and a vast alluvial plain with fertile 
soil. The mountains are occupying the south - east of the county and 24% of its surface; a 
mountainous mass lobed by depressions and peripheral bays. The unit of the piedmont hills forms 
a transition zone between the Apuseni Mountains and the Criș Plain, with a maximum extension 
mountain frame from depression Barcăului, Vad and Beiuş. The plain occupies the western part of 
the county between the hills and the Hungarian border unit. This relief unit is represented by 
Crișurilor Plain and the southern section of Someșului Plain, subunits of the Banato – Crișene Plain. 

Climate characteristics in Bihor County are subject to atmospheric circulation air masses, 
the geographical location of the county and the changes imposed by the peculiarities of the 
underlying surface. 
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Peculiarities of the natural environment alongside human activities print the features of the 
county waters: groundwaters, rivers and lakes. Terraces climate and soils by relief requires a 
natural setting that succeeding vegetation in the plains to the peaks of the Carpathians, from the 
steppe to the forest domain and then subalpine vegetation. Regarding the fauna of the Bihor county 
elements of the central - European fauna are met in the hilly and mountain regions and pannonic 
elements in the Crișurilor Plain. 

Regarding the potential of attractiveness of the natural settings of the Bihor county, it can 
be said that it has been blessed with all the major units of relief; therefore its potential of 
attractiveness is huge and so the types and forms of tourism that can be practiced, e.g. eco-tourism, 
mountain tourism, scientific tourism and so on. The present paper is focused on a particular type of 
tourism strongly connected with extreme sports which has gained for the past few years more and 
more followers: adventure tourism. 

 The most suitable areas for deploying activities connected with adventure tourism are the 
mountains regions, offering the possibility of practicing canyoning, river rafting, climbing, caving, 
canoeing and kayaking, etc. These activities are the main offer of the local stakeholders and the national 
touroperatores when it comes to adventure tourism, therefore the present paper is focused on them. 

Canyoning is the activity of the descending the gorges that may include other outodoor 
activities such as caving, climbing, swimming or abseiling (Gheorghilaș, 2011).  The term has 
been used as it is known today since the '70 when this technique has been introduced in 
spelaeology (Pop, 2013). This kind of adventure sport can not be practiced without proper gear. 
The essentials are: buoyancy aid, helmet, water suits and neoprene or nylon spraydeck. In Bihor 
county canyoning is practiced on Cheile Galbenei/Galbena Gorges, Valea Seacă/Dry Valley and 
Valea Oșelul/Oșelul Valley. 

Cheile Galbenei/Galbena Gorges are located in the Bihor Mountains, in the south west of 
Palatoul Padiș/Padiș Plateau – Cetățile Ponorului/Ponorului Fortress. Genetically speaking, the 
Galbena Gorges were formed by underground karst catching which were associated with active 
tectonic processes and gravitational masses of limestone (Cocean, 1988). The total length of the 
gorges is 6 km and its most spectacular sector is the Izbucul Galbena and its surroundings. The 
Galbena Gorges are among the most beautiful and wild gorges of the Apuseni Mountains area 
offering a relatively short, but especially spectacular "canyon" crossing route (Lascu, 2007). The 
Galbena Gorges are included in the so called Galbena round trip of Padiș area and is considered 
the most interesting and difficult part of it. The touristic route of Galbena Gorges is only 
recommended to the tourists having a good physical training and attended by specialized persons. 
From the access point untill the Cascada Evantai/Fan Falls the crossing is only possible trough 
three passages: the first is the easiest having a length about 25 m can be crossed using the steel 
cable for the hands and the support chains for the legs; the second has a medium difficulty level 
can be crossed using the steel cable as well, it is comprises a bottom portion and a descending 
branch upward rising to 20 m above the valley; and the third is the most difficult as its 100 m 
length requires a good physical training due to the fact that sometimes the rock isn’t t having 
footoutles and may raise issues of adherence. The third passage is located on the opposite side of 
the waterfall and is designed to allow  
access to the portion superior tourist route without entering the water. 3 The best time for visiting 
Galbena Gorges is June to September as the water flows aren't at a high level and it is forbidden 
during winter time or when flash floods occurs.  

Valea Seacă/Dry Valley is located in the Bihor Mountains in the superior water catchment 
area of Galbena Valley; its receiving body is The Ruginoasa hole located in Țapu Peak (1475 m). 
Downstream the receiving sector, the Dry Valley has deepened in a limestone stack carving a 
gorge sector of unspeakable savagery with narrow rocky walls obstructing the passage, giant 
marmites disrupting the river bed and recumbent and active jags; an inaccessible sector to the 
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uninitiated (Bleahu, 1981). Is the savagery of it raising one's interest. The "canyon" route Dry 
Valley is the heaven for the extreme outdoor activities passionate: no less than 14 drained falls are 
spread on approximately 1 km along the route, they can only be descending by abseiling. The 
"canyon" route crossing takes three to four hours and can be accessed during winter time as well 
from the downstream climbing the ice falls. The "canyon" route Valea Seacă/Dry Valley is merely 
addressing to the hard adventures with good physical training. The best time for a canoeing in 
Valea Oșelu/Dry Valley is June to August. 

Valea Oșelu/Oșelu Valley has its provenance in a spring from the sheerness of Piatra 
Ciungii in the Bihor Mountains. It has a sector of gorges with a 1,5 km lenght strewed with 
numerous small waterfalls; the highest is Oșelul Waterfalls  (10 m). Its waters run to waste in the 
reservoir in the front of the waterfall. Canyoning on Oșelu Valley can be done from April to 
September. The route is not difficult, but the use of proper equipment is mandatory. Crossing the 
Oșelu Valley by canyoning is not a difficult task, the desire for thrill and excitement is needed and 
so specialized guides. Therefore, practicing canyoning in Oșelu Valley is a soft adventure activity. 

Another challenging outdoor activity related with the extreme sports is river rafting. This 
kind of activity is about navigating on rivers or others bodies of water using a raft. The excitement 
and the thrill of it lie in navigation on whitewaters. The International Rafting Federation has 
classified in 1981 the waters in nine categories due to the fact that each country has had its own 
system of classification making the navigation unsafe and dangerous. Therefore, the classification 
starts with the backwaters and it is ending with impossible to navigate. It is important to know that 
one river may have different levels of difficulty on its flow.4  

The path for river rafting in our country has been opened with the first descent on the 
Bistrița river in 1999 (Todașcă, 2008 op.ct Pop, 2013). Since then, touroperators specialized in 
offering outdoor activities packages such as river-rafting, canoeing or climbing have developed in 
various parts of the country. Rivers like Bistrița, Rebra, Dorna, Mureș, Cerna or Jiu have become 
attractive for the tourist seeking for new excitement and thrilling experiences. In the Bihor county 
the waters of Crișul Repede and Crișul Pietros are navigated in touristic purposes. 

The Crișul Repede river has three sectors suitable for river-rafting: the first one is from the 
Izvorul Crișului to the aber with Valea Iadului, the second from the aber with Valea Iadului 
through Bratca and the third one from Bratca to Vadu Crișului. Crișul Repede waters are classified 
as medium level of difficulty, the international standard for it is WW.II; it has a low potential of 
danger, but the trill and the enchantment given by the spectacular sheerness of Pădurea Craiului 
Mountains are incommensurate. The rafting activity can be interweawed with caving as route 
crossed by Crisul Repede is spread with caves such as: Unguru Mare cave, Vântului/Wind cave or 
Vadu Crișului cave. Due to the fact that it has a low potential of danger local stakeholders include 
in their offer packages for families and children.  

Having its spring in the Bihor Mountains, the Crișul Pietros river is esteemed along the 
most technical rivers in the country5 and rafting on it is only for the high skilled ones as it requires 
aside from skills and experience, a drop of craziness and courage. The rafting route is 7 km in 
length with a level of difficulty from WW.II to WW.IV between Valea Boga and Pietroasa 
localities. Rafting on the Crișul Pietros river is possible only in spring time when the flow of the 
water reaches is highest level. April and May are the months when rafting on Crișul Pietros is out 
of serious injuries as the average monthly flow for April is 9,15 m³/s and 6,91 m³/s in May (Pop, 
2013). Canoing and kayaking are as well practiced on both Crișul Repede and Crișul Pietros, but 
commonly by the trainers as are implying a higher risk potential. 

Bihor County has a high potential for another adventure activity such as rock climbing. 
This outdoor activity involves climbing up, down or across natural rock formations and it’s 
originated in mountaineering or alpinism. Rock climbing is a sport activity demanding a good 

                                                           
4 http://www.whitewater.ro/ro/intrebari-frecvente/cum-sunt-clasificate-apele-repezi.html 
5 http://romaniapeaperepezi.ro/index.php/rom%C3%A2nia-pe-ape-repezi/rafting.html 
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physical training and mentally balanced and usually is a team activity; the common, safest and fast 
team is the "two-team". Rock climbing is split into several styles and sub-discipline due to the variety 
of the rock formation. 6 Rock climbing can be a very dangerous sport as long as the climbing 
techniques are not known by the climber and if specialised climbing equipment is not used.  
 

 
Figure 2. The most common areas for adventure tourism in Bihor county 

Source: own elaboration based on the data basis RomaniaUTMWGS84 
 

                                                           
6 http://www.climbing.com/skill/rock-climbing-technique/ 
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Climbers’ heaven in the Bihor County is the Pădurea Craiului Mountains. The area Vadu-
Crișului - Șuncuiuș - Bulz is well known in the entourage of climbers. Six climbing routes have 
been arranged in Poiana Ponor/Ponor Glade in the are of Platoul Padiș/Padiș Plateau. Vadu – 
Crișului area has been divided in ten climbing sectors having various degrees of difficulty and 
names. The first sector named "Peretele Zânelor/ Fairies’ Mure" has no less than 31 climbing 
routes very technically challenging. The route named "El Monstro" is the hardest free climbing 
route in the country; its level of difficulty is 8 according to the French grading system and X+/XI 
acording to the UIAA (Union Internationale des Associations d'Alpinisme) grading system. The 
second sector is named "La Lac/At the Lake" and includes nine route climbing all having a 
medium level of difficulty. The third sector "Piatra Tunelului/The stone of the Tunnell", very hard 
to reach is only recommended to the experienced as it is located above the railway tunnel of Vadu 
Crișului and can be accessed trough the forest merely by abseiling (Anghel, 2007). The forth 
sector has ten climbing routes, but only three of them have the level of difficulty established being 
hard to very hard. This sector is referred as "Black Women", "Peștera Roșie/Red Cave", "Peretele 
Gării/Station Wall". The fifth sector has the longest climbing routes, 12 m to 15 m in length and 
VI up to IX+ on the difficulty scale. The sixth sector has 15 climbing routes and it is called 
"Fisurile suspendate/Suspended Rifts"; the seventh is having 31 climbing routes in two subsectors 
and it is known as "Peretele Gri/The Grey Wall", four climbing routes in this sector have been 
arranged in 2013 as the CAR Climbing Fest has been held here. The eight sector has ten climbing 
routes and it is named "Peretele Peșterii/ Cave's Wall"; the ninth sector is having 17 climbing 
routes and is called "Peștera Caprei/Goat Cave". The tenth sector has two subsectors totalizing 18 
climbing routes and is named "Pereții din Terase/Walls from the Terace" (Anghel, 2007).  

The most known sector of climbing routes in Șuncuiuș area is "Faleza Zenovia/Zenovia 
Cliff" on the left bank of Crișul Repede River. The 22 climbing routes of "Faleza Zenovia" are 8 
up to 15m in length and difficulty levels ranging from VI+ to X. This sector is near the cave 
Unguru Mare that's why is known as the "Faleza Unguru Mare/Unguru Mare Cliff". 

The area for climbing in the Bulz commune has been divided into three sectors: "Țancul 
Găurit", "Coasta Rea" și "Faleza". In these three sectors there are 17 arranged climbing routes 
with various levels of difficulty ranging from V to VIII+. The area is still on planning process. 7 

In recent areas have been arranged climbing routes in Poiana Ponor/Ponor Glade in the 
Padiș Plateau. The climbing routes are near the camping area of Glăvoi and the difficulty levels are 
VI+, VII-, VII+ and VIII. Rock climbing is an alternative for the ones who are hankering for little 
adrenalin when they are not trekking this area of Apuseni Mountains. 

The outdoor activities connected to adventure tourism listed above are the most common to 
be practice in Bihor County. The present paper's aim was to highlight them and the areas suitable 
for deploying such activities; therefore we have filled in to the present study a map pointing them 
out (figure 2). 

 
CONCLUSIONS  
As the hunt for adrenalin, thrill and excitement of the modern society has become more and 

more keen has led to the development of a new type of tourism: adventure tourism. For many 
years in the tourism literature, both Romanian and foreigner, adventure tourism has been 
discoursed in the point of view of the extreme sports as the final result was a guaranteed high level 
of excitement at the end of a risky action. It has been demonstrated by the physicians that the eager 
for risk and danger is very different from person to person and the thrill of a risky action is felt 
differently, thus adventure has diverse meanings according to each person. In terms of adventure 
tourism has been taken into account the motivation of the tourists who are not always looking for 
risk and danger but rather to thrill and excitement. The last two can be obtained through a simple 
observation from de distance of the wild life in the natural environment. It was ATTA's main task 

                                                           
 7 http://amunteanu.go.ro/escalada.html 
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to classify the outdoor activities into "hard" and "soft" based on the level of the difficulty 
involved, the skills need to perform an action and the physical and mental challenges for the 
participants. Regarding the potential for adventure sport in Bihor county we can state that is still in 
an inchoate phase and is rather mixed with extreme sports. Adventure activities such as rafting or 
kayaking have been set up in Bihor county only in 2007 and there were few local stakeholders 
offering adventure packages guaranteeing safety conditions. Bihor – Vlădeasa and Pădurea 
Craiului Mountains are harnessed in adventure tourism purposes, but Plopiș and Codru Moma 
Mountains are still weakly harnessed. Both Plopiș and Codru Moma Mountains are prone to 
activities such as backpacking, hangliding or cycling. In the Betfia – Băile Felix area are also 
promoted activities suitable for adventure tourism such as horseback riding, hangliding, ATV and 
off road motorcycle. Relying on the natural features of the terrain, adventure tourism needs special 
infrastructure according to the established activity, but in some cases needs only special equipment 
or gear. The infrastructure for rock climbing has been done in most cases by the county service 
"Salvamont". In terms of accommodation camping is the most common due the location of the 
deploying of the adventure activities. For example the tourists seeking for adrenalin in the Padiș 
Plateau can use the chalets, pensions, hollyday houses or campsites spread in the Padiș-Boga area. 
In the Vadu-Crișului area most of the offers for adventure tourism are given by the local 
stakeholder Master Adventure who indicates few local partners for accomodation, beside the 
camping site near the "Faleza Zenovia/Zenovia Cliff".  

For the Vadu Crișului - Șuncuiuș and Padiș - Boga areas have been done recent studies 
regarding the forms of tourism practiced according to different criteria. Taking into account the 
motivational criteria, Morar in 2012 has shown that 32% of the tourists’ visiting Vadu-Crișului - 
Șuncuiuș have as main motivation adventure tourism, meanwhile 22% prefer recreational tourism, 
16% school tourism and 12% polyvalent tourism. In the same study he is pointing out the origin of 
the tourists underlining that 76% of the tourists are Romanians and 24% are Hungarians (Morar, 
2012, pp.159). Regarding the Padiș-Boga area Banto et al., have undertook a study considering the 
tourist flow. The study is highlighting the presence of the Hungarians tourist in the area 
magnetized by the beauty of the surroundings and the trekking possibilities mainly (Banto et al., 
2012). It is easy to figure out that most of the visitors of Karst Plateau of Padiș are adventure 
travellers looking out for thrill in an unharmed environment.  

The adventure tourism is no longer considered just a form of tourism it has become one of 
the most developed sector of the tourism industry and the countries worldwide are trying to point 
out their potential for adventure travells. Romania is trying to seduce the potential tourists under 
the slogan of ,,Wild Carpathia” and has reached top ten of the developing countries in ATTA's 
2009 research concerning the countries with a high potential for tourism adventure.   
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Abstract: This region study highlights four topographic levels who each own characteristics. 
A mineralogical analysis made from soil   profile combines characters geomorphological, soil 
and hydrogeological specific to each of these levels. It is from this allocation that 
characterized the distribution of landscapes and agricultural crops. 
 
Key words: Sahara, geochemistry, arid, salinity, clay minerals 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
The modern soil characterization stems first and foremost the nature of the pédogenèse 

which caused and pédo-climatic conditions which President for their operation however certain 
analytical processes are incompetent to accumulations saline and particularly gypseuses soils (on-
splitting particle size, the determination of exchangeable bases and gypsum...) a full scan 
combining the scalable aspect of these related to the former and current environment through 
geomorphological statements soils physico-chemical and mineralogical. This study highlights 
from soil septic characters geomorphological, soil and mineralogical specific to each of these 
(UNDP, 1971) levels. It is from this allocation that characterized the distribution of landscapes and 
agricultural crops.  In the North-East of the Sahara, "The Wadi Righ Valley" is called a region, 
long 150 km and North-South direction, stretches of Umm Thiour to El Goug. This region, arid 
climate and sedimentary geological formations allows with water depth to a culture of quality 
dattiers Palms has made famous. This Valley is limited to the West by a succession of storied 
glaze and East by the Souf belonging to the Grand ERG Oriental dunes. The bottom of the Valley 
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consists of a string of depressions occupied by a small chotts. During exceptional wet periods, a 
flow can be done. From a chott across he wins, in the North, the great depression occupied by 
chotts Mérouane and Melrhir. 

 
The Wadi Righ Valley climate 
 the dry period spans all year round. The average annual precipitation is 69 mm (1975-1998 

period). Most dry months remain June, July and August with an average of 1 mm of rain. More 
wet month is March with 12 mm. The average annual temperature is 21° C with the temperatures 
during the months of June, July and August (40° on average). The lowest temperatures are 
recorded during the month of January (on average 10°). During the period from April to July, the 
sirocco winds blow very hard. 

 
Geology and hydrology Oued Righ Valley 
The Wadi Righ region is included in a set called down Sahara. It is a vast more than 

400,000 Km2 is slowly to 200 - meters basin 300 m altitude on slightly inclined of Mdimegh Zab 
West, Tademait and the Tinghert Hamada to the South and the Tunisian Dahar trays to Eastern.. 
To the North, the aurès mountains and the Némenchas channel dominate this basin.  This is a 
crétacée aureole constituting trays ceinturent Central depression. Tertiary and Quaternary training 
occupy the central part. Among them, ERG East Grand sands extend over a large surface area.  
Topographic North-South still appears one axis. He joined the Wadi Djedi gutter and is flagged by 
fossil WAD Mya and Igharghar valleys to the South and Righ to the North. In this part of the 
Sahara, there are three aquifers (Nesson, 1971): 
1 - Groundwater of the continental interlayer. In the Wadi Righ region, is an artesian slick little 
loaded in salt (2 g/l) . It is operated only exceptionally 
2 - the continental terminal tablecloth. It is at a depth of 125 to 200 and is busiest salt as the 
previous (8 g/l) 
 3 - The subsoil water which is operated regularly. Located between 1 and 10 m depth on the other 
hand in the top level (see): it is virtually non-existent) and very responsible salts (10-15 g/l). 

 
The Wadi Righ Valley landscape 
The Wadi Righ region is part of these huge subdésertiques regions extends to the South of 

the Saharan Atlas and experiencing constant détritiques inputs (9). A study by UNDP (United 
nations development programme) in 1972 (10) revealed in a first time * four levels: a higher level, 
an intermediate level, the level of the préchotts (sub salt lac)and chotts  (salt lac) (figure 1) level. 
 

 
Figure 1. Map geographical and géomorphologique of Wadi physical righ and method for this Valley we 
adopted a sequential approach following geomorphological variations UNDP, 1970 has identified 04 level 
geomorphological West to the East On study could not be debited from soils at chotts due to the permanent 
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presence of the salt water or salt blooms. For each studied level, several surveys were conducted and at least 
two representative soil profiles were analysed. Each studied level is represented by its profile type with, in all, 

four described profiles and scanned. (table 1). Soil analyses were conducted on the particle size, total 
limestone, pH (1/2.5), electrical conductivity (EC 1/5) and gypsum. Mineralogical analyses with their 

respective processing (Robert and Tessier, 1971) this are plotted samples based on the position of the horizon 
and physico-chemical results already obtained (table 2). 

 
Table 1. Physico-chemical and mineralogiques rezults of prelevements analyzed 

 
 

Table 2. Physico-chemical and mineralogiques rezults of prelevements analyzed 

 
 
Results and interpretations: 
By superimposing each géomorphologique level x-ray results we engage to each mineral 

the following facts: 
-The Quartz, gypsum and the calcite are distinguished of the diffractogrammes minerals. 

From most recent corruption these minerals are mobilized and tabled by wind on spaces that far 
exceed the limits of the Valley. And a less important way of accessories minerals as the dolomite - 
the gypsum is the product of a particularly most recent néoformation in the middle tier and 
préchotts due to the presence of a rich in sulphate tablecloth and head of this massive deposit.  The 
calcite néoformation would rather the product of a process related to prior to néoformation the 
gypsum and expense low this dolomite and clays, probably bioclimatiques conditions particularly 
in the top level. 

 -The Kaolinite is undoubtedly a legacy of alteration product previous kaolonisante because 
the current environment of these regions is never enough lessivé and déssaturé to allow the genesis 
of the kaolinite, if its intensity in studied profiles is relatively stable it is differential sedimentation 
which she was born is a rich bases where environment this mineral was no reason to be corrupt.                    
-The Illites follow the same mode of training (inheritance) kaolinite probably from the muscovite 
present in some samples procession however its content in almost all of the diffractogrammes 
remains low, because in most cases, this Illite provided by the parent rock is an open Illite (Paquet, 
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1966) and its corruption would continue in soils or because its possible transformation into the 
layout drawn by Lucas Montmorillonite (1964) and which is incompatible with the climate context 
Saharian, or is due to a concentration High + K in soil with a mechanism solution paradoxical that 
degradation of this mineral (Halitim, 1994). 

-The presence of a derived Montmorillonite processing in the top level and in the middle 
tier to the side of néoformation (true Montmorillonite) can be misleading for a side that there is not 
a single supplier in this mineral and on the other hand this leads us to believe that this mineral 
might not come originally from emerging training in this region, his presence in these levels is 
mainly linked to the wind action.  The presence of a transformation in 1I and 2I in absence of this 
transformation witness polls Montmorillonite is a say illite - instratifications Montmorillonite (10I 
- 14 S) strengthens the ideal of détritique origin of this mineral in the level of residual training 
could occur at the heart of the diagenèse during earlier climate phases. 

 
CONCLUSION 
In light of mineralogical results on the samples taken different geomorphological levels 

apparently distribution of clay in this landscape minerals obeys exclusively to a mode of 
distribution managed by the wind which the extent of its action in this Valley has been studied 
through scanning carried out analytical morpho considers as a néoformée in arid regions, the 
attapulgite in Wadi Rhir Valley mineral is transported by the wind in the form of dust partire 
desert training and subdésertiques bordering (Gaussen, 1984) his presence in the survey carried out 
at the ERG and its absence in recovery at the top level sands is obiessent not has a special at the 
underground in the middle tier horizons presence however determined mechanism is due mainly to 
preferential conservation for this fibrous mineral (Dutil, 1971) Middle. The place which the 
environment is most likely caused the attapulgite néoformation would his ante-villafranchien 
training in the top-level elsewhere; it would be rather original détritique. 
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Abstract: The aim of the present paper is to analyse the tourism potential of the commune of 
Husasău de Tinca from the Bihor County, Romania as a sustainable solution of development 
for the future. The natural setting offers the possibility of practicing various types and forms 
of tourism, but unfortunately its potential has not been harnessed. Through this paper we 
would like to highlight the impact that tourism could have on the local community as it could 
be an alternative for the agricultural function of the commune. The hospitality of the people 
living here and a still more beautiful landscape might be strengths of the commune in order to 
develop tourist activities. 
 
Key words: sustenability, comunity involvment, tourism resources, rural tourism 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  

 
INTRODUCTION 
There is no doubt that for more and more areas tourism is becoming a sustainable solution 

for the future development. In terms of the present paper we are interested in the manner in which 
tourism could impact a host community having no or little experience in deploying tourism 
activities as the only function was the agricultural one. In order to achieve that we propose an 
analytical debate of the tourism potential of the administrative territorial unit of the Husasău de 
Tinca via the tourism resources and aspects related to the demographic, social and economical 
issues that the commune is nowadays confronting with. We have chosen to analyze the commune 
of Husasău de Tinca due to its favourable position in the territory (nearness to Oradea and Salonta 
cities and Tinca Spa) and to the fact that it has never been studied as a potential tourist destination. 
The present study suggests tourism as an alternative solution for the the future development of it. 

The territorial administrative unit of Husasău de Tinca is located in the central-southern 
part of the Bihor County in the Crișurilor Plain. The T.A.U. of Husasău de Tinca is composed of 
five villages: Miersig, Sititelec, Fonău, Oșand and Husasău de Tinca, covering an area of 117 
sqkm. It is bordered by the Tinca commune by the south, Mădăras commune by the south-west, 
Gepiu commune by west, Nojorid commune by north, Hidișelul de Sus commune by north-east 
and Lăzăreni commune by south-east. The main access route to the commune is DJ792A 
connecting the town of Oradea to the Ineu de Arad city. The nearest towns to the commune are 
Oradea at a distance of 35 km and Salonta, 17 km away (figure 1). The connection of the villages 
of the commune with Oradea is assured by three daily bus routes, except the village of Oșand 
which is isolated from this point of view and has been so since 1992. The connection with the 
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Salonta city is assured by one bus route departing from Tinca. The commune has no railway, the 
nearest is the one from Tinca. 

 
Figure 1. Geographic location of the Husasău de Tinca commune 
(Source: own elaboration based on the data basis RomaniaUTMWGS84) 

 
DATA AND METHODS  
In order to realise the present paper we had to establish the research methodology. 

Therefore we have had: an preparatory phase based on the accumulation of information needed to 
accomplish the present study and its coincides with the bibliographic documentation followed by 
the field research as it is increasing the understanding of the dynamic of the geographical reality; 
an analytical data processing and systematization covering the obtained data and a deliberative 
phase specific to any geographic approach (Glăvan, 2010) crystallizing the given paper 

 
THE STRATEGIC DIAGNOSIS ANALYSIS 
Infrastructure issues 
One of the weaknesses of the commune has been for the past decades the road 

infrastructure. The roads system is formed of the county roads, commune roads and local roads. 
The county road DJ792 A connecting the commune with Oradea and Tinca is bitumen but in a bad 
condition for about of 15 km of a total of 21 km crossing the commune. The commune roads 
connecting the villages with Husasău de Tinca have been for years in a very bad condition. The 
first commune road to be rehabilitated was the Husasău de Tinca – Sititelc in 2008, followed by 
the Fonău- Husasău de Tinca road in 2009. The road connecting Husasău de Tinca to Oșand and 
farther to Șumugiu has been for decades in a very bad condition, making the access to the village 
of Oșand very difficult and the rehabilitation has begun only in 2014.  

For the utilities infrastructure we should mention that the water supply network covers 90% 
of the commune and the electric power supply 100%. The commune benefits of stationary phone 
service and the mobile and internet connection is assured 100% in all the villages. 
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For a territory is not enough to possess only a suite of attractive potential, it must be able to 
prone tourism activities. The essential condition of this is the specific tourism infrastructure. We 
should think at the tourism infrastructure as one of the main determinant of the tourism phenomenon 
(Neacșu et al., 2006); we cannot speak about quality in tourism in the lack of a suitable material 
facilities (Erdeli & Gheorghilaş, 2006) or, we might add, in the presence of non-functional 
components or unable to serve the tourist flow. The territory of Husasău de Tinca does not have so 
far any specific tourism facilities, a minus point for the commune. Still, we have to mention that on 
the shore of the Sititelec pond there have functioned for a while a restaurant, but has burned to 
ground in 2013. It was supposed to develop for the future as the owner was planning to build a 
boarding-house as well, but due to the 2013 events the idea has been abandoned for the moment.  

 
Demographic aspects 
Human resource is a key element having a major role in the development of a community. 

It is the ,,qualitative, quantitative and structural capacity that members of a demographic system 
can place in the service of the economical activities” (Novac, 2006, p. 51).  

For the present study we have chosen to highlight the following demographic aspects as we 
considered them having an important impact for the future development of the community of the 
Husasău de Tinca commune: the numeric evolution of the population, the ethnic and confessional 
structure. In order to highlight the demographic aspects mentioned above we have used data as 
following: since 1880 till 2012 for the numeric evolution of the population, data from 1956 to 
2012 for the evolution of the ethic structure and data from 1869 to 2012 for the evolution of the 
denominations in the commune. The data for 2002 and 2012 has been provided to us by the city 
hall of the commune. 

The numeric evolution indicates a progressive growth of the population starting 1880 till 
the 1941 when has reached its maximum (6181 inhabitants). After this year the population has 
decrease continuously as an effect of two major word events which have affected the commune as 
well: the Second World War and collectivization. The depopulation of the commune has begun in 
the 70'; the young families have moved to the cities nearby, most of them drawn by the illusion of 
an easier life in the city promised by the communist regime. Therefore, the data of the 2012 census 
indicates a drop of 36, 25% of the population (2241 inhabitants). Most of the villages of the 
commune were over 1000 inhabitants until 1941, when the population started to decrease. It is the 
case of Oșand and Miersig. Fonău has never reached 1000 inhabitants. Sititelec have had 1000 
inhabitants until 1966 and Husasău de Tinca until 1977. The numeric evolution of the population 
is important as the future predictions for the evolution can be done. 

 

 
Figure 2. Numeric evolution of the population in Husasău de Tinca commune 

(Data Source: http://kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/erd2002.htm & 
data provided by the city hall of Husasău de Tinca for 2002 and 2012) 
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A very important indicator that needs to be analyzed for the future evolution of the 
commune is the ethnic structure. Romanians have had always been the majority and there were 
insignificant changes in the ethnic structure. Among the Romanians, Hungarians have been a 
constant presence, but in a small number. The highest number of Hungarians was recorded in 1890 
(166 inhabitants), ever since the Hungarian population has dramatically decreased, so that at the 
2012 census only 30 persons declared themselves as Hungarians. During the inter-war period a 
small number of Jews have inhabited the villages of the commune, most of them coming from 
Tinca. After the First World War the Jews have vanished and the ethnic groups were of the 
Hungarians and Slovakian, the last one inhabiting the village of Sititelec mostly. The presence of 
the gypsies is indicated by the statistical documents for the first time in 1930. One person is 
declared as of the gypsies group. From 1930 to 1956 the presence of the Rroma ethnic group isn't 
testified anymore by the statistical documents. At that time 16 gypsies were living in the 
commune. Ever since, the numbers of gypsies continued to have a progressive increase (figure 3). 
The gypsy population have over took the Romanian population in the village of Oșand were now 
are living 292 gypsies and 230 Romanians. This fact is a consequence of the massive depopulation 
of the village starting with 1960 (Turla, 2009) as a result of the isolation of the village due to the 
disastrous road infrastructure.  More than 50% percents of the inhabitants of Fonău are gypsies and 
over one hundred are living in Husasău de Tinca.  

 

 
Figure 3. The comparative evolution of the Romanians and Rroma ethnic group 

between 1956 and 2012 in Husasău de Tinca 
(Data Source: http ://kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/erd2002.htm & 

data provided by the city hall of Husasău de Tinca for 2002 and 2012) 

 
We have chosen to represent comparative the Romanian and the Rroma ethnic group as the 

last one has increased rapidly for the past decades and continue to increase. The future 
demographic prognosis highlights the fact that in a few decades in the villages of Oșand and Fonău 
the population will be entirely of the Rroma ethnic group. There are no gypsies in Miersig and 
Sititelec as the indigenous haven’t allowed them to settle in. Therefore, the strategies for the 
development of the commune must take into account this aspect as well.    

The analysis of the confessional structure highlights an orthodox majority. The Greek Catholic 
religion was well represented in Sititelec, about 20% to 25% between 1869 and 1992. The census data 
of 1992, 2002 and 2012 indicates a drop of 50% of the Greek Catholic religion, a consequence of the 
negative numeric evolution of this confessional structure. Among the other religions we can mention: 
Jew (vanished after First World War), Baptist, Pentecostal, Reformed and Roman Catholic. The Baptist 
denomination has been registered statistical documents since the '30, but the locals are claiming that the 
church has been erected in 1901. Vrăbieș (2009) affirmed that the register of the Baptist church from 
Husasău de Tinca denotes the first baptism in 1896. In the '90 has appeared the Pentecostal 
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denomination, most of its followers are from the Rroma ethic group. Since 2005 they have organised 
their own church and minster with the help of the local authorities. 

 

 
Figure 4. Confessional structure of the Husasău de Tinca commune 

(Data Source: http ://kia.hu/konyvtar/erdely/erd2002.htm &  
data provided by the city hall of Husasău de Tinca for 2002 and 2012 

 

Economical activities 
The main activity of the active population of the Husasău de Tinca commune is agriculture 

and zootechny but practiced as a measure of subsistence. Goods obtained in the household are 
sometimes sold on the markets in Oradea and Tinca, but are few locals who are farming. There is 
only one foreign investor in the commune carrying agricultural and trade activities. There are few 
locals working at that company, the rest of the active population who is not working for the public 
institution are either unemployed or working for companies located in Salonta, Tinca and Oradea. 

The 4166, 5 hectares of the commune are divided as following: 
 

Table 1. Distribution of the terrains in the Husasău de Tinca commune 
(Data source: city hall of Husasău de Tinca) 

CATEGORY SURFACE (hectares) 
Farming area 1908 

Forests 1469 
Grazing land 592 

Lakes and ponds 55 
Barren terrain 320 

Land within the built area 118,5 
Extramural 3981 

 
The natural and anthropic resources 
The relief units have a longitudinal alignment. In the eastern part of the commune are the 

hills, elongations of the Tășadului Hills and in the western part the High Plain of Miersig, 
component of the Crișurilor Plain. The top of the hills are having the aspects of wide arched 
interfluves and an asymmetric aspect with a one steep slope, a cuesta type, and another versant 
with a less steep slope. The high plain in the western part of the administrative territorial unit of 
Husasău de Tinca is fragmented by the secondary valleys crossing it dividing it into numerous 
interfluves fields. The plain is slightly sloping, east to west and north to south, being crossed by 
numerous ravines (Vrăbieș, 2009: Turla, 2009). 

Climate and weather are elements felt at the mental level of the individual (Cocean, 1997: 
Cocean et all., 2005) and can be able to favour or contra, to inhibit the tourist activities (Cocean, 
1997:  Cocean et all. 2005; Gaceu, 2003).The climate of the commune has the same features as the 
climate of the entire country: European transition temperate. For the annual average temperature 
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are taking into account data's from the Holod weather station. During 1972 and 2002 the annual 
average temperature was 10,3°C; for the winter season the annual average temperature recorded 
was 0,3°C and 19,7°C for the summer season (Gaceu et. all, 2009). The geographical position of 
the commune conditioned the rainfall regime as it exposed to the wet air from the Western Europe, 
therefore the rainfalls are high. The largest amounts of precipitation are recorded in the summer 
season (260mm) and the lowest during winter time (113,6mm) (Vrăbieș, 2009).  

The hydrographical resources are an important tourist resource as the attraction is given by 
,,the organizing system, the chemical and physical peculiarities and the surface of the basins” 
(Cocean et all., 2005). The waters sewing the commune are part of the Crișul Negru hydrographic 
network. The streams cannot be called rivers as they have a temporary drainage; mostly the locals 
are calling them valleys. The mainstream is "Valea Nouă" also called "Valea Gepișului". "Valea 
Nouă" it’s having its spring in the Ghepișului Hills and empties into the Crișul Negru River; its 
main tributary is "Valea Șumugiului".  Some specific parts of these valleys are used for fishing by 
the locals as they are natural populated with gibel carp (Carassius gibelio). In 1965 has been 
realized a reservoir dam with a total surface of 48.127 sqkm used and designed now for fishing 
(figure 5). The lake is populated with species of gibel carp (Carassius gibelio), European perch 
(Perca fluviatilis) and grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idell). Starting with 2011, each year is 
organized an sportive fishing championship called Cupa Primăverii/ Spring Cup by the fishing 
association CS Crap Arad with support of the lake's administrator. In 2007 and 2008 has been 
organized an aquacros competition in which no less than 45 persons were involved especially 
policemen, gendarmes, firemen and members of the Salvamont Bihor team.1 Those two 
competitions have helped to the promotion of the Husasău de Tinca commune as a weekend 
possible destination for the inhabitants of the cities nearby and not only. Another two ponds offers 
fishing possibilities: the pond from Sititelec (figure 6) and the pond at the entrance in the Miersig 
village, located at the commune’s border with the commune of Nojorid. 

 

     
 

Figure 5. View of the lake Miersig Figure 6. View of the fishing pond of Sititelec 
 

The vegetation is rich and diversified especially due to the large surface of forests 
covering the territory: 3860 hectares of woods, of which 1500 are the property of the 
commune.2 The large extension of the forest within the territory of the commune plays an 
important role for developing future tourist activities. The forest is considered an oasis of 
deep serenity attracting the individuals’ trough harmony, relaxation and recreation. There are 
three main bunches of woods within the territory of the commune with species of the Querqus 
genus such as: the English oak (Querqus robur), Turkey oak (Querqus cerris), hornbeam 
(Carpinus betulus), ash (Frasinus excelsior), the sessile oak (Quercus petraea), the Hungarian 
oak (Quercus frainetto), elm (Ulmus campestris), tilia (Tilia cordata), the European wild pear 

                                                           
1 http://www.realitateabihoreana.ro/content.php?c=articole&id_categorie=6&articol_id=3241&p=162  
2 http://comunahusasaudetinca.ro/comuna-husasau/relieful-si-vegetatia/  
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(Pyrus pyraste), and the European crab apple (Malus sylvestris). The most common species of 
the coppice of the woods are: hazel (Corylus avellana), blackberry (Rubus fruticosus), dog 
rose (Rosa cannina), dogwood (Cornus sanguinea), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and 
wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare). The grassland at the edge of each bunch of woods is proper 
for camping due to the picturesque of the landscape. 

The fauna of the administrative territorial unit of Husasău de Tinca compose the 
hunting fund. The hunting fund existing within the Husasău de Tinca commune is managed at 
local level by the Hunting Association Artemis Cociuba Mare established in 2011 with the 
objective of protecting and breeding game until the optimal number and then put hunters in a 
position to practice hunting3.  The funding fund managed by AV Artemis covers 7854 hectares 
spread on the territory of Husasău de Tinca and Lăzăreni communes. The hunting fund is 
entitled F35 Oșand. The main species of mammals for hunting are: the common rabbit (Lepus 
europaeus), the red deer (Cervus elaphus), the roe deer (Capreolus capreolus L.), the boar 
(Sus scrofa), the fox (Vulpes vulpes), the badger (Meles meles), the ferret (Putorius putorius), 
the weasel (Mustela nivallis), the wolf (Canis lupus), and the wild cat (Felix sylestris). 
Among the birds with cyegetic functions are: the pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), the quail 
(Coturinix coturnix), grey partridge (Pardix pardix), the common starling (Sturnus vurgalis), 
and the Eurasian collared dove (Streptopelia decaocto), the common wood pigeon (Columba 
palumbus), the fieldfare (Turdus pillaris) etc. For the 15 May 2013 – 15 February season the 
Hunting Association Artemis has offered three trophies of red deer, five trophies for roe deer 
(female as well), sixty boars and one hundred pheasants.4 

We cannot forget the fact that hunting is not accepted in all cultures (Swarbrooke, 
1999) and fortunately is made by a small number of people at the present (Gozner & Zarilli, 
2012) due to the high financial costs involved. We think it is better to hunt animals by the 
photo camera than the gun, but in the same time we cannot neglect the fact that we are 
hunters by genes who should not kill for fun, but for food. Cynegetic tourism is a type of 
tourism which could be developed and exploited for the benefit of the community of the 
Husasău de Tinca commune as long as the ethics of hunting are respected. 

There is a lack of anthropic resources within the area of study although the villages of the 
commune have a long history. For example, the village of Oșand has a history of 800 years as it 
has been first mentioned in a document in 1213 as Vașand or Vila Vasian (Coriolan & Suciu, 
1967; Turla, 2009). An important tourist attraction could have been the two archaeological sites of 
Husasău de Tinca and Oșand villages, but never preserved as being considered of low importance. 
Both archaeological sites preserved the tracks of the genuine hearth of the villages, destroyed in 
the XIV century during the ottoman invasion. During this period both villages of Husasău de Tinca 
and Oșand have been burned to ground (Vrăbieș, 2009; Turla, 2009). Among the nowadays 
attractions we can only mention the churches of the each village of the commune: 

- The "Adormirea Maicii Domnului" church from Husasău de Tinca, the oldest church 
of the commune has been built during 1823–1829. It is a church made out of brick without 
having neither any elements of architectural importance or any valuable fresco on the interior. 
It has a spiritual and historic importance for the locals as it has been witnessed significant 
events of the community. 

- The "Sf. Mihail și Gavril" church from Miersig has been built in 1907. The floral painting 
of the interior has been done in the same year by an anonymous painter having the initials V.A5.  

- The Orthodox Church "Sf. Ierarh Nicolae" (figure 7) from Sititelec has been built in 
roman style between 1926 and 1928. The iconostasis has been retraced in 1934 and in 1976 the 
church has suffered a major repair. 

                                                           
3 http://artemisvanatoare.ro/index.php/despre-noi.html accessed  
4 http://artemisvanatoare.ro/index.php/oferte-de-vanatoare-artemis.html  
5 http://www.biserici.episcopiaoradiei.ro/index.php?idmenu=0&sub=276#sthash.AaY2xSLS.dpbs  
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- The Greek Catholic Church "Sf. Nicolae" (figure 8) has been built in 1873 for the 
numerous community of Greek Catholic confession since that time. 

- The "Sf. Mihail și Gavril" church from Oșand has been built between 1926 –1928, and is 
the largest of the commune testifying a wealthy and numerous population of the village. The 
genuine fresco of the church has not been preserved and unfortunately the stained glasses as well. 
In 1998 in the church yard has been erected a triptych for the loving memories of those who have 
lost their lives in the First and Second World War.  
- The "Adormirea Maicii Domnului" church from Fonău has been built between 1938– 1939. The 
paintings have been realised by a peasant painter from Oșand.       

 

   
 

Figure 7. View of the "Sf. Ierarh Nicolae" Orthodox 
church from Sititelec 

Figure 8. The Greek Catholic church 
"Sf. Ierarh Nicolae" from Sititelec 

 
From the ethnographic point of view the administrative territorial unit of Husasău de Tinca 

overlaps the area of Crișul Negru River. Unfortunately the customs and traditions have vanished 
almost completely. Few winter traditions such as Viflemul or Steaua are still preserved, but have 
lost the spiritual importance, tending to have a more commercial background. The folk costumes 
have been long forgotten and the traditional domestic household objects have been sold for 
nothing. The modern society took over the rural-land society, people have forgotten their 
ancestor roots getting rid of everything what it was no longer considered useful. There are few 
remaining old houses preserving the traditional architecture of the bucolic style. 

The structure of these houses implies the existence of two rooms connected by an aisle. 
This architectural style is spread on a broad area in Europe as it is a cultural phenomenon of 
different ethnic groups specific to the XIX century (Ionescu, 1981). It is the wealth of the 
people of the commune that has brought important changes in the architectural style of the 
houses and in the building materials as well during the XX century. Clay used for the 
construction of the houses have been replaced with a new occurred material: bricks. The 
structure of the houses evolved from two up to three or four rooms in one building; clay was 
replaced with brick. Most of the households were having two buildings incorporated: the so 
called clean room or the guest house were the most valuable things were kept and the summer 
kitchen preserving the archaic style, but an improved one. Each household have had its own 
agricultural tools and domestic objects for different types of activities as most of the goods 
were home made. Most of the households were having an outside oven as well as the bread 
and other pastries were home made. Only few households have kept the outside oven 
nowadays as it easier for the locals to buy bread or other products of this type from the stores. 
There is a strong connection between the giving up of the traditions, of the domestic 
households’ objects and demographic evolution of the population. The commune is 
confronting with the ageing of the population phenomenon opposite with the boom of the 
Rroma population leading to the loss of the traditional identity. 
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THE SWOT ANALYSIS  
Following the Strategic Diagnosis Analysis, we have analyzed the opportunity of the 

development of tourism in Husasău de Tinca commune using the SWOT analysis as tool to find 
possible solution for the present problems, either for a new venture (Dealtry, 1992).   

 
Table 2. SWOT Analysis of the Husasău de Tinca commune 

(Data source: own elaboration) 

Strengths: Weaknesses: 
- the geographical position; 
- the natural tourism potential; 
- unpolluted environment; 
- unharmed landscape; 
- the possibility of deploying numerous types and 
forms of tourism; 
- the kindness and hospitality of the locals; 
- the locals could offer homemade goods; 
- the internet network connection covering the 
entire area; 
- water supply covering 90% of the commune.   

- lack of the tourism facilities: e.g. 
accommodation, nourishment base, etc.; 
- an insufficient involvement of the 
authorities in encouraging the locals to 
deploy tourism activities; 
- the loss of the traditional identity; 
- absence of the promotion of the 
commune as a tourism attraction. 
  

Opportunities Threats 
- improvement of the general infrastructure and 
specific tourism infrastructure; 
- lease of the terrains and buildings; 
- logistic support, fiscal facilities given by the 
Local Council; 
- the possibility to obtain non-refundable finance 
in order to begin a new venture in tourism; 
-  arranging routes for different types of tourism 
activities according to the natural features of the 
terrain; 
- the set up of the archaeological sites. 

- ageing of the population; 
- youth migration to the urban centres; 
- demographic boom of the Rroma ethnic 
group. 

 
CONCLUSION 
As many of the communes of Bihor county located in the southern-central part of it, the 

Husasău de Tinca commune has focused only on the agricultural function ignoring the fact that the 
natural surroundings were offering the possibility of deploying other types of activities as well. For 
most of the locals tourism is an "alien" word and they hardly believe that someone would be 
interested in visiting their villages and surroundings. Back in the '90 people were in the fever of 
getting rid of everything reminding them of their "peasant routes". They have sold all their 
domestic household objects for nothing as they were no longer considered useful and had the 
alternative of the modern products esteemed as "new is better". The commune is confronting the 
depopulation caused by the migration of the youth to the urban centres in search of a working 
place, therefore its having an ageing population; and the boom of the Rroma ethnic group.  

The local authorities are struggling for a few years to aware the population of the benefits 
that tourism activities could bring. For the past decade there have been many improvements on the 
roads and facilities infrastructure as the local authorities have spotted the positive impact of 
deploying tourism activities over the commune. The lack of tourism infrastructure corroborated 
with the non existing qualified personnel in the tourism field makes the start of tourism 
development a little more difficult. The first step that has to be taken is to develop a minimum 
tourism infrastructure and to promote the commune as a tourism attraction. For now the main 
forms of tourism to be practice is weekend tourism and as a type of tourism is fishing tourism as 
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the only known attraction of the commune is the lake of Miersig. Among the types of tourism that 
can be deployed we highlight: leisure tourism, cyegetic and fishing tourism, scientific, cultural 
tourism and rural tourism.  

The arguments for the above mentioned forms of tourism could be:  
- the large surface of the forests covering the commune offers the possibility of practicing 

leisure tourism within taking into account that there are no nearby pollution sources; 
- the commune overlaps the hunting fund "F35 Oșand" and except lake Miersig, there are 

another two ponds that can be use for fishing tourism; 
- the commune is close to the "Pădurea Goroniște" protected area declared a 2000 Nature sit 

as well; the sit protecting the daffodil species (Narcisssus angustifolius)  which can be found here 
at the lowest altitude in the country (100m). There can be organized trips in the blossoming period 
in order raise the awareness over the protected areas and the protected species within; 

- the cultural tourism could be connected to the archeological sites and the churches of the 
villages, the long history of the commune has interesting stories to be told; 

- one type of tourism overlaps entirely the rural areas, rural tourism (Ciangă, 1998: Petrea, 
2004). Rural tourism could be developed by the revive of the old traditions and customs, a not so 
difficult task to achieve taking into account the fact that the population is an ageing one who still 
preserves in their souls memories of the past traditions. Analyzing the tourism potential of the 
Husasău de Tinca commune, there is no doubt that tourism activities can be deployed as long the 
community is interested in finding new solution for a sustainable future development of it. 
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Abstract: One major factor that account for housing market crises in developing countries is 
the seeming disconnect between housing policies and housing markets in these countries. This 
paper examines the links between housing policy and urban housing market dynamics in 
context of developing world drawing from the housing market situation in selected urban 
centres in Ondo state of Nigeria. The data utilized were derived from the study of housing 
situations in the selected urban centres. Thus 180 questionnaires were administered on 
selected household heads and key officials of major agencies and organizations including 
government departments involved in housing provision and development in the state. The data 
collected were analyzed using simple descriptive analysis where appropriate. The study 
revealed that housing policies introduced over the years have had little impact on housing 
production and by implication urban housing market in the study cities. The study also 
revealed a disconnect between these policies and housing provision and trends in terms of 
quality, quantity, affordability and accessibility to housing. The paper argued that these were 
so because institutions connected to efficient functioning of these policies were inefficient, 
ineffective and sometime over ambitious and so more often than not, set goals were not met. 
The study concluded by suggesting more commitment on the part of Federal and Ondo state 
governments to ensure these policies dovetail to housing consumers. 
 
Key words: Urban housing markets, housing policy, housing market dynamics, housing 
production 

 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  
 

INTRODUCTION 
The importance of housing in meeting one of the basic needs of human being has been a 

focus of many researchers since the dawn of this millennium. Population explosion, gentrification 
and urban explosion necessitated the need for more housing facilities and policies to regulate them. 
(see Ajanlekoko 2001, Bichi 2002, Akeju 2007 and Ademiluyi 2010). Discourses on the topic 
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providean interesting and thought provoking insights into housing market dynamics from 
academic and policy making perspectives in developed and developing world. 

In recognition of the importance of providing adequate, safe and cost effective housing for 
all, many countries including Nigeria are signatories to the global commitments to housing for all 
as a fundamental right of the people. Seven decades after universal declaration of housing for all 
only few countries such as Sweden and Norway have been able to grossly reduce homelessness.             
The rise in global population which was projected to increase from 6.1b in 2001 to 10.9b in 2050 
(Ogundipe, 2003) from natural growth in less developed countries of Asia, Latin America and 
Africa and immigration into developed countries of Europe and USA have compounded the 
problem of homelessness. 

In Nigeria the phenomenal rise in population from 82 million in 1991 to a projected 
population of about 170 million in 2013 (National Population Commission, 2010) and massive 
economic growth at over 7% per annum over the last decade (Awojori, 2011) makes the country 
the continents second dominant economy brought much pressure on the already depressed housing 
infrastructures to the extent that current estimates put the number of homeless people in lagos in 
2010 at over 250000 while those living in settlements were put at 7% of the urban dwellers 
(Olotuah & Bobadoye, 2009). This problem has been aggravated by the structure of the population 
of which there is a large population of young people who are just graduating into adulthood and 
would require decent and affordable homes. 

In Nigeria, housing is generally inadequate in the rural areas in term of quality, while the 
major problem in the urban areas is a combination of quality and quantity. The implication of this 
is clear,Nigeria cannot house its people. Many governments in the country since independence 
highlighted housing as major priority, unfortunately after many years of its independence, Nigeria 
has not developed a vibrant mortgage market.(Olotuah & Ajayi, 2008). 

Many initiatives and policies have been made by the successive Federal government of 
Nigeria and Ondo state government to provide housing to people irrespective of their socio-
economic status with limited success. The first major National policy on housing was launched in 
1991, with the goal of improving access to cost effective and decent housing for all Nigerians by 
the year 2000. This policy was however reviewed by the democratic government in 2002 with a 
revised National Housing Policy, which outlined the overall policy thrust, goals, objectives and 
strategies for dealing with key concerns in housing delivery, including land, housing finance, 
housing maintenance, social housing, institutional framework and policy implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of housing,drawing from failures of the past.  

In Ondo state, theprogramme on housing consisted of establishment of residential Site-and- 
service schemes of the 18 local governments in the state, establishment of Ondo State Property and 
Development Corporation to build low income houses and the Capital and Urban development 
authority in Akure the state capital to facilitate land allocation for housing projects 

A general assessment of the overall policy goals on housing in Ondo state of Nigeria 
revealed a disconnect between policy goals and reality on ground. Generally wide gap exists 
between these policies and programmes and attainment of the set goals in spite of the huge 
financial commitments and institutional frameworks provided.Several years after the launch of the 
housing policy and andother previous attempts, housing affordability accessibility and adequacy 
are still a mirage. The overall aim of this paper is to explore these policies and programmes, assess 
their impacts on housing market, identify the gaps in implementation and proffer necessary 
solution for sustainable housing delivery in Ondo state of Nigeria. 

 
CONCEPTUAL ISSUES AND RELEVANT LITERATURE. 
 Housing Market and Housing Affordability 
Housing market simply entails the process of buying and selling or letting of residential 

dwellings (Harriot & Matthews, 1998). It is a process whereby the forces of demand and supply 
determine what residential buildings to produce, when to produce and where to produce. It 
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involves enhancing private market capacity which is deemed would then be able to reach a wider 
share of commodity circulation that includes much of the lower income groups (Keivani et al., 
2007). However, being a developing country, Nigeria does not have a well-developed housing 
market. The few available ones that are created by established developers are often priced out of 
the reach of low income people thereby creating affordability problem. 

In recent years 'housing affordability' has become a common way of summarizing the 
nature of the housing difficulty in many nations. This is in contrast to the 'slum problem', the 'low-
rent housing problem', the 'housing shortage' or the 'housing need' definitions of previous decades 
(Hulchanski, 2005). A household is said to have a housing affordability problem, when it pays 
more than a certain percentage of its income to obtain adequate and appropriate housing. 
Affordable housing according to Aribigbola (2008), is concerned with securing some given 
standards of housing or different standards at a price or rent which does not impose an 
unreasonable burden on household incomes. This he noted should not exceed 20% of annual 
income. In broad terms, affordability is assessed by the ratio of chosen definition of household 
costs to a selected measure of household income in a given period (Maclennan & Williams, 1990). 
Generally ‘housing affordability” refers to the capacity of households to meet housing costs while 
maintaining the ability to meet other basic costs of living (AHURI, 2004). The American 
Chartered Institute of Housing (1992) determine whether accommodation is affordable or not 
using these variables such as, rent levels which will have an impact on the ability of a tenant to 
afford accommodation, household income, the type of household (that is Family makeup) whether 
couple, single parent, elderly, and whether the household is eligible for housing benefits. It was 
with an intention of improving affordability that the successive governments of Nigeria came up 
with national housing policies. 

 
SYNOPSIS OF HOUSING POLICIES IN NIGERIA 
Housing is one of the most investigated sectors in Nigeria (see Aribigbola 2008; Olayiwola 

2005), yet the least accessible, least affordable and least equitable, despite  the fact that these have 
been the major targets of many housing policies and programmes in Nigeria. The operation of the 
free market structure no doubt has improved housing market in terms of housing stock growth, 
housing material production, housing and land economics, and housing infrastructure only 
marginally, the central focus which are stated above have not been realized.  

There is a consensus among Nigerian housing experts that the magnitude of housing 
problems in the country is high. According to FRN (1991), the urban housing shortage as at 1990 
was projected at 5million housing units while the rural housing shortage stood at 3.2 million. It 
was further projected that some 700,000 housing units had to be produced annually to tacklethis 
shortage.It will be recalled that Nigeria’s population according to National population commission 
in 1991 was only about 83 million now 165 million. More recently, the United Nations study put 
the overall housing deficit at 17 million which the Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics had 
earlier estimated at between 12 and 14 million in 2007. It was in a bid to solve this problem that 
the Federal government of Nigeria formulated the National Housing Programme NHP in 1991, 
reviewed it in 2002 and a made new one in 2012. 

Prior to this time there had been many programmes on housing development right from the 
colonial period. This period marked the establishment of European Reservation Areas which later 
metamorphosed into Government Reservation Area, to provide decent housing for the British 
colonialists. The post-colonial period marked the advent of Housing Corporations in Nigeria which 
were established to intervene directly in Housing provision. However this was not far reaching 
enough and the problem remained insurmountable (Oni, 1989). The first and thesecond national 
development plans made scanty provision on housing. However the housing component of the 
third national rolling plan made a lot of provisions concerning housing. In the Fourth National 
Development Plan, government accepted housing as a social responsibility and pledged to ensure 
that the average urban worker do not pay more than 20% of his salary as monthly rent. The period 



Afolabi Francis FATUSIN, Afolabi ARIBIGBOLA 
 

72 

also marked the establishment of the Federal Mortgage Bank to provide loans to people. it is 
informative to note that provisions were not made for low income people. 

The federal government of Nigeria launched a comprehensive National Housing Policy in 
1991. The major thrust of the National Housing Policy was the development of a housing 
finance system geared towards the provision of an enabling environment for the generation of 
housing finance, with the private sector as the main source. For the realization of this objective, 
the National Housing Fund (NHF) was established by the enactment of Decree No. 3 of 1992 
and Decree No. 82 of 1993. Workers earning 3000 naira and above are mandated to contribute 
2.5 percentage of their monthly income to the NHF. The Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) was to become the apex mortgage institution exercising supervisory roles over the 
primary mortgage institutions, which in turn were to provide loans to subscribers to the National 
Housing Fund. It was because of the poor performance of the 1991 housing policy, that a new 
housing policy was introduced in 2012, with the objective of strengthening institutions such as the 
Federal Mortgage Bank, Federal Housing Authority and the newly created Urban Development 
Bank. The major thrust of the new National Housing Policy was the development of a housing 
finance system geared towards the provision of an enabling environment for the generation of 
housing finance, with the private sector as the main source. For the success of this policy, a lot of 
programmes were put in place (Olotuah & Aiyetan, 2006) namely: the inauguration of the 
implementation committee on housing policy to facilitate and coordinate the implementation of the 
housing policy; inauguration of the housing policy council (for monitoring and evaluation of the 
housing policy).  

The housing policy of Ondo state over the years, centered on direct housing provision to its 
citizens. The state government established the Ondo state Property Investment Corporation 
(OSPIC) in 1982 to facilitate all governments’ intervention in housing delivery, with a major focus 
on establishment of housing estates to build and transfer same to willing and financially capable 
citizens. Under this programme housing estates were established in the major towns of the state 
such as Akure the capital, Ondo, Owo and Okitipupa. As part of the policy, housing loans were 
provided for civil servants at concessionary interest rates to facilitate building of houses. In 2010 
the state launched vision 2020 and Ondo state medium development plan 2010 - 2013 with a 
housing component which aims to stimulate increased participation of the private sector in the 
development of the urban housing delivery and maintenance of the environment. 

 
STUDY AREA 
This study was carried out in Ondo state, Nigeria. The state is one of the seven states 

created on 3rd February 1976. It was carved out of the former Western State. The state covered the 
total area of the former Ondo province, which was part of the western region which was created in 
1915 with Akure as the provincial headquarters. Ondo State took off formally on 1st April 1976, 
consisting of the nine administrative divisions of the former Western State (Ondo Ministry of 
Information and Culture, 1979). These nine divisions then were Akoko. Akure, Ekiti Central, Ekiti 
North. Ekiti South. Ekiti West, Okitipupa, Ondo and Owo. Akure town-ship was retained as the 
administrative headquarters.However, on 1st October 1996. Ekiti State comprising Ekiti Central, 
Ekiti North, Ekiti South and Ekiti West Divisions was carved out of Ondo State. Hence, the 
present Ondo State is made up of Akoko, Akure, Okitipupa, Ondo and Owo divisions. Akure 
remains the State capital.  

The state lies between latitudes 5"45' and 7°52'N and longitudes 4°20' and 6° 05'E. Its land 
area is about 15,500 square kilometres. Ondo State is bounded on the east by Edo and Delta states, 
on the west by Ogun and Osun States, on the north by Ekiti and Kogi States and to the south by the 
Bight of Benin and the Atlantic Ocean (See figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Map of Ondo State of Nigeria 

 
SOURCE: ONDO STATE 2000 
 Prior to the carving out of Ekiti State from Ondo State there were twenty-six Local 

Government Areas (LGAs). Fourteen of these remained in Ondo State, and from these, additional 
four LGAs were created. An important aspect of the administrative set-up of Ondo State is the 
recognition of four subordinate area authorities. These are areas having some recognised autonomy 
within their LGAs. Besides, Ondo State is carved into 18 Local Government Area and three 
Senatorial Districts or regions,namely Ondo Central Ondo South and Ondo North. 

The indigenous people are mostly Yorubas, made up of Akure, Akoko, Ondo, Ikale, Ilaje 
and Owo sub-ethnic groups. The inhabitants include ArogboIjaw and Apoi. By virtue of 2006 
population census, Ondo state had a population of 3.4 m comprising 1.06 m in Ondo North, 1.15 m 
in Ondo central, and 1.22 m in Ondo South senatorial districts. The population was projected to 
3.86 m in 2011 with the growth rate of 3%. The structure of the population is such that about 65% 
of the population is cosmopolitan, residing in over 21 major and minor towns in the 18 local 
government areas of the state. The other 35% comprise of the indigenous people as well as migrant 
farmers from the nearby states. 

   
SOURCES OF DATA 
The paper draws from primary and secondary data sources. To this extent, purposive 

sample of 3 major towns were taken from each of the three senatorial regions of the state. Ikare 
from Ondo North, Akure from Ondo Central, and Okitipupa from Ondo South. Sixty 
questionnaires were administered in each of the selected towns making a total of 180. These were 
administered on household heads residing in buildings selected randomly in high density areas of 
these cities as guided by master plans. Data collected were analysed using descriptive methods. 
The perceptions of residents on housing failure were ranked and the mean (Grouped Mean 
Weighted Average) calculated from each category of responses. Secondary data were collected 



Afolabi Francis FATUSIN, Afolabi ARIBIGBOLA 
 

74 

from sources such as Federal Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, Federal Housing 
Authority, Ondo State Ministry of Works and Urban Development as well as Ondo State Property 
Development Corporation.Other materials were sourced from publications including those 
originally from government departments, organisations and research institutes. 

 
FINDINGS 
The literature has revealed many housing problems and programmes that have been 

formulated and implemented by the Federal and Ondo State governments right from the colonial 
period to now. An empirical investigation reveals that there is a disconnect between policy goals 
and housing market dynamics. Many of the broad goals in these policies and programmes have not 
been attained and have not impacted on housing production, housing quality, affordability and 
accessibility mainly due to government’s lacklusterattitude to housing policies implementation. 

 
Housing Production 
Housing production in Ondo state is mostly done informally reflecting the subsistent 

economy of the state. Prospective home owners purchase land or acquire land from family 
holdings, hire bricklayers, who in turn hire workmen. Building is done on stage by stage basis 
sometimes for years, depending on financial prowess.Family moves in immediately after roofing. 
All these have implication on quantity and quality of houses available.For example out of the 180 
buildings surveyed 112 (62%) were completed while 68 (38%) were incomplete dwelling units 
which were occupied. The implication of this is that many of the infrastructures and services 
needed for decent living would be lacking. Aside from this housing production has not kept pace 
with population growth.Indeed, the 1991 national housing policy projected the urban housing 
shortage at about 5million housing units (FRN, 1991). It was projected that some 700,000 housing 
units had to be produced annually to tackle these shortages by the year 2000 AD. More recent 
United Nations study put the overall housing deficit at 17 million units while Nigerian National 
Bureau of statistics estimates are between 12 and 14million housing units. Anosike (2007)  
reported that majority of the urban population in Nigeria lives in rented accommodation spending 
more  of their incomes on rent. One of the most obvious failures with the national housing policy 
is failures to meet set goals.The second national housing policy aimed at facilitating 8 million 
houses, yet participants in the National housing fund was less than half a million at the end of the 
targeted year. Current estimates put the population of the state at at about 3 million people. With 
an average household size of 6 in a family, it is estimated that the state will require about 500 000 
compared with the estimated 160,000 available bungalows (2006 National Population census) 
which is the commonest housing type in the state. It was in a bid to minimize these shortages that 
the Ondo state government established the Ondo State Property Development Corporation to 
produce houses to people directly. Under this programme, housing estates were established in 
major towns of the state. Accordingto  Ondo State government gazette (1994), the houses 
produced were grossly inadequate to meet the growing population.The few available high income 
houses werehijacked by politicians and bureaucrats. 

 
HOUSING QUALITY SURVEY 
An assessment of the housing quality in the three selected towns of Ondo State reveals poor 

housing stock, in spite of the fact that the National Housing policies launched in 1991 had the 
ultimate goal of ensuring that all Nigerian own or have access to decent housing accommodation at 
affordable cost by year 2000 and beyond. For example the survey reveals that 35% of houses in 
these cities can be classified as poor using yardsticks such as presence/absence of structural 
defects, materials used in construction, roofing, privacy, availability of courtyards/court gardens 
etc. while over 11% are in dilapidated forms. Yet out of these 46% (poor & dilapidated), majority 
of them (58%) were built after the launch of National Housing Policy in 1991.The structure as 
shown in Table 1, also reveals that 46.6% were made from Crude earth/clay materials, 42.8% of 
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houses do not have toilet facilities,16.2% do not have access to electricity,10.5% and 7.2% are still 
dependent on rainwater and rivers and streams for domestic water needs, 23.9% are still dependent 
on bush/field for sanitation, 42.8% cook in the open while an average of 56.3% still travel over 15 
minutes to get domestic water. 

The cause of these can be attributed to the failure of government supervisory agencies to 
ensure that participants in the housing market that is the client, builder, the employer and the 
housing finance organizations such as the primary mortgage institutions are sufficiently monitored 
and encouraged to scale up their activities in the face of massive population growth, which leads to 
pressure on existing housing stock and new projects which cannot keep pace with the population 
growth because of economic problems. 

 
Table 1. Housing quality assessment 

(Data source: Fieldwork 2013) 

Housing quality Assessment Akure Ikare Okitipupa Total % 

 
Electricity 

 
 

     

Yes 54 (90%) 55 (91.6) 42 (70%) 151 83.8 
No 6 (10%) 5 (8.4) 18 (30) 29 16.2 

Total 60 60 60 180 100 

Source of drinking water      
Piped into dwelling/yard/plot 4 2 3 9 5 

Public tap 4 3 3 10 5.5 

Open well in dwelling/yard/plot 7 7 7 21 11.67 
Open public well 8 8 7 23 12.78 

Protected well in 
dwelling/yard/plot 

7 8 6 21 11.67 

Protected public well 6 8 7 21 11.67 

Spring 3 4 6 13 7.2 
River/stream 2 5 6 13 7.2 

Pond/lake/dam 8 5 2 15 8.3 

Rainwater 4 7 8 19 10.5 
Tanker truck 4 2 2 8 4.4 

Other 3 1 3 7 3.9 
Total 60 60 60 180 100 

Time to water source      

Percentage<15 minutes 53 59 57   
Median time to source 10 8.3 8.1   

Sanitation facility      

Flush toilet 11 9 11 31 17.2 
Traditional pit toilet 19 22 20 61 33.9 

Ventilated improved pit(vip) 
latrine 

9 5 6 20 11 

Bush/field 12 16 15 43 23.9 

River 7 5 5 17 9.4 
Other 2 3 3 8 4.4 

Total 60 60 60 180 100 

Building materials used      
Earth/clay 28 25 31 84 46.6 

Burnt bricks 7 11 5 23 12.8 

Cement 19 21 11 51 28.3 
Wood 4 3 8 15 8.3 
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Metal 2 - - 7 3.9 
Total 60 60 60 180 100 

Average persons per  room 2.4 2.1 2.0 2.1 - 

Availability of Kitchen 
facilities 

     

Detached 25 21 22 68 37.8 

In-built 11 12 12 35 19 

Not available 24 27 26 77 42.8 
Total 60 60 60 180  

General Assessment of 
Building qualities 

     

Good 11 18 15 44 24.4 

Fair 20 16 17 53 29.4 
Poor 13 21 19 63 35 

Dilapidated 6 5 9 20 11 

Total 60 60 60 180 100 

 
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY AND POOR ACCESS TO FINANCE 
One of the major reasons for a lull in housing markets in Nigeria and Ondo state in 

particular relates to poverty and non-affordability of majority of citizens of quality houses and 
even pay for housing rent. According to UN (2004) more than 70% of Nigerians live on less than 
one dollar per day. Moreover, the informal economy the country operates, and the low bankable 
number of people mean that  access to formal financial institutions for loans are most times 
nonexistent. Even where there are, the collaterals refund before such mortgage loans could be 
granted may not be available. 

Towards the achievement of the goal of the policy, a two-tier institutional financial 
structure, with Primary Mortgage Institutions (PMIs) as primary lenders and Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN), as the apex institution with a supervisory role over a network of the 
PMIs were established. The FMBN later ceded the supervisory function over PMIs to the CBN in 
1997 (Yakubu,2004).The FMBN as deconsolidated by Decree No 82 of 1993 was empowered, 
among other functions, to collect, manage and administer contributions to the National Housing 
Fund (NHF) from registered individuals and companies. The FMBN is however a wholesale 
mortgage institution and only disburses the proceeds of the N.H.F through PMIs licensed to do so. 
Prospective borrowers who must be contributors to the fund thus make application to the PMIs 
who in turn resort to the NHF through the FMBN. Funds on lent by the PMIs must be underwritten 
by them, while they must be participants in the loan making to the tune of 20 percent. Under the 
programme, workers earning above #3,000 per annum, are compelled to save 2.5 percent of their 
monthly income into the NHF as contributions. Commercial as well as Merchant Banks were 
expected to offer to FMBN 10 per cent of their loanable funds, while insurance companies are to 
pay 10 percent of their non-life funds and 40 percent of their life funds in real property 
development out of which not less than 50 per cent must be paid to the FMBN. 

Studies revealed that several years after the establishment of these institutions, less than 2% 
of the population has registered so far to have their money deducted for the National Housing 
Fund (National Bureau of Statistic 2003) The subsistence economy which Nigeria operates do not 
allow for the system to operate successfully. Moreover, in their study of the operation of the 
Federal Mortgage Bank, Ukwayi, Eja, Ojong and Out (2012) opined  

"The bank granted loan value of N4.531 billion to 4,151 national housing fund contributors 
to either build or renovate their houses. Nevertheless, the mortgage finance bank has recorded 
little or no success but has only improved in terms of fund mobilization". 

Yet the Federal Mortgage Bank was expected to perform a central role in Mortgage 
financing in Nigeria. One of the major problems confronting housing and housing infrastructure 
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development in Nigeria is inequitable access to housing among residents. This manifest in many 
forms including inequitable access to land, from reasons pertaining to gender, place of origin, 
literacy and ethnic group. 

The Federal Government, in a bid to reduce the encumbrance faced by developers 
promulgated the Land use Act in 1978 to ease the problem of landlessness. The law provides that 
private developers would apply to the Governor of a states for issuance of Certificate of 
Occupancy (C of O) for the purpose of housing development. The law was intended to ease access 
to land, discourage land speculation as well as buying and selling of land at exorbitant rates. 

Several years after the making of this law, access to land has not eased. The law has not 
achieved its intended purpose. The reason often cited being bureaucratic bottleneck in acquisition 
of the C of O, corruption among government officials and refusal of the land owners to forfeit 
same to the government as required by the law. The implication of this is that access to land for the 
landless through government intervention has not achieved its purpose. For example, out of the 
180 people interviewed, only 22 (12.2) acquired them through formalized process of C of O,35 
(19.4) through inheritance, 104 (57.7) through buying from the open market and the rest through 
rent 19 (10.5) 

Moreover, out of the 104 respondents who got land through the open market, 75 (72%) 
were strictly through private saving, 14 (9.6%) through private mortgage institutions, 
whichunfortunately are non-existent in the state, and15 (14.4%) through loans from other sectors 
such as private co-operative societies. Yet the inequity continues to reflect even when the gender 
characteristic is considered. For example out of the 180 buildings surveyed 163 (90.5%) of owners 
were males 17 (9.5%) were females,152 (84.4) were indigenes while 28 (15.5%) were non 
indigenes, yet previous studies reflect that the ethnic composition of these areas was not 
overwhelmingly in favour of the indigenes. Men have more access to land for housing 
development than females as does indigenes to non-indigenes. 

The perceptions of respondents were sought on the probable causes of housing policy 
failures in the state. Their responses were classifies into three major groups. These are finance, 
governments inertia, and faults relating to supervisory agencies and and building contractors. 

  
Causes Related to Finance. 
The respondents were asked to assess causes that are related to finance and these are 

summarized in Table 2 below.  
 

Table 2. Responses on Causes Related to Finance 
(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Causes 
Factors 

Responses 
SA A    DA SD 

The scope of work was too much for the available resources 107 44 23 06 

No access to national housing funds 146 25 04 05 
Bottleneck in securing loans from the Mortgage and commercial banks 129 38 06 07 

Inadequate Housing Financial Institutions 47 77 21 35 

Inadequate loans due to under estimation of cost of housing 76 41 36 27 

 
The Mean Weight Values (MWV) for the above responses and the General Mean Weight 

Values (GMWV) or the cut-off point for this grouped responses were calculated.  In so doing, only 
three factors out of the five listed factors were accepted as significant financial related root causes 
of unsuccessful implementation of past Federal Housing Programmes in Nigeria (Table 3). 

From Table 3 above, causes such as the scope of work was too much for the available 
resources, no access to national housing funds and bottleneck in securing loans from the Mortgage 
and commercial banks were accepted because their respective Mean Weight Values of 3.40, 3.73 
and 3.61 are greater than the Grand Mean Weight Value 3.28. Of these three major causes 
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explained above it is necessary to emphasize that out of the 104 respondents, who bought land 
from the open market, only 35 (24%) had indicated they received any assistance either from 
Primary Mortgage Institutions or cooperative societies for housing development, while the rest 
relied on personal savings and loans from friend/family members to build houses. 

 
Table 3. The Summary of Decisions on Causes Related to Finance 

(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Factors Mean Weight Value Decision 
The scope of work was too much for the available resources 3.40 Accepted 
No access to national housing funds 3.73 Accepted 
Bottleneck in securing loans from the Mortgage and commercial 
banks 

3.61 Accepted 

Inadequate Housing Financial Institutions 2.76 Rejected 
Inadequate loans due to under estimation of cost of housing 2.92 Rejected 
GMWV= 3.28 
 

 Causes Related to Government 
The responses to faults that are related to government are as summarized in Table 4 below 

 
Table 4. Responses on Causes Related to Government 

(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Causes 
Factors  

Responses 
SA A    DA SD 

Lack of proper and realistic Policy Planning by the Federal 
Government 

24 31 45 80 

Insensitivity of Federal and Ondo state government to housing 
problems  

35 28 77 40 

Lack of continue implementation of housing policies due to 
change of government, economic instability and inflation

92 44 26 08 

Government policy on land acquisition and Problem of suitable 
site 

78 68 23 11 

Politicization of housing programme  78 73 15 14 
 

Table 5. The Summary of Decisions on Causes Related to Government 
(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Factors Mean Weight 
Value 

      Decision 

Lack of proper and realistic Planning by the Federal 
Government 

1.97 Rejected 

Insensitivity of the Three Tiers of government to housing 
problems 

2.32 Rejected 

Lack of continue implementation of housing policies due 
to change of government, economic instability and 
inflation 

3.11 Accepted 

Government policy on land acquisition and Problem of 
suitable site 

3.18 Accepted 

Politicization of housing programme 3.19 Accepted 
GMWV= 2.75 

 
It is very important to state that while all of these causative government factors have contributed 

one way or the other to housing market crises in Nigeria today, it is necessary to derive the perception 
of residents on the scale of these causes. The Mean Weight Values (MWV) for the above responses and 
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the General Mean Weight Values (GMWV) or the cut-off point for these grouped responses were 
calculated and summarize. In so doing, three factors out of the five listed factors whose MWVs are 
greater than the GMWV were accepted as significant government related root causes of unsuccessful 
implementation of the past National  Housing Programmes in Nigeria (Table 5). 

From Table 5 above, causes such as lack of continued implementation of housing policies 
due to change of government, economic instability and inflation, Government policy on land 
acquisition / problem of suitable site  and politicization of housing programme  were accepted 
because their respective Mean Weight Values of 3.11, 3.18 and 3.19 are  greater than the Grand 
Mean Weight Value 2.75. 

One major problem of government’s direct intervention in housing provision in Ondo State 
relates to poor construction and abandoning of sites, inflation of contracts and and other shaddy 
deals. These were subjected to empirical investigation from respondents, the reasons given were 
analysed below in Table 6. 

 
Table 6. Responses on Causes Related to Contractors/ Supervisory Bodies 

(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Factors  Responses 
SA A    DA SD 

 The scope of work was too much for the available period 108 37 27 08 
Non utilization of locally sourced building materials 69 64 27 20 
Lack of reputable contractors and unjustified advancement of 
mobilization fees to contractors with adequate financial backing 

103 45 22 10 

Indiscriminate award of contracts without reference to the 
available fund 

113 30 27 10 

Ridiculous pricing of contracts and Indiscipline and fraudulent 
practice by the operators / supervisors. 

107 38 24 11 

 
The Mean Weight Value (MWV) for the above responses and the General Mean Weight 

Values (GMWV) or the cut-off point for this grouped responses were calculated.   In so doing, 
four out of the five listed factors were accepted as significant   Contractors/ Supervisory Bodies 
related root causes of unsuccessful implementation of past Federal Housing Programmes in 
Nigeria (Table 6). 
 

Table 7. The Summary of Decisions on Causes Related Contractors/ Supervisory Bodies 
(Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Factors Mean Weight 
Value 

 Decision 

The scope of work was too much for the available period  3.36 Accepted 
Non utilization of locally sourced building materials   3.01 Rejected 
Lack of reputable contractors and unjustified advancement of 
mobilization fees to contractors with adequate financial backing 

3.34 Accepted 

Indiscriminate award of contracts without reference to the 
available fund 

3.37 Accepted 

Ridiculous pricing of contracts and Indiscipline and fraudulent 
practice by the operators / supervisors. 

3.34 Accepted 

GMWV = 3.28 
 

From Table 7 above, causes such as the scope of work was too much for the available 
period specified for the completion of contacted works, lack of reputable contractors, 
indiscriminate award of contracts without reference to the available fund and ridiculous pricing of 
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contracts and fraudulent practice by contract supervisors were accepted because their respective 
Mean Weight Values of 3.37, 3.33, 3.37 and 3.34 are greater than the Grand Mean Weight Value 
3.29. Respondents Suggested Measures Towards the Success Of Future Housing Policy In Nigeria. 
Respondents' suggestions about the success of future housing policies in Nigeria were derived. 
This was necessary to ensure the success of the programme. These were analyzed in table 8. 

 
Table 8. Summary of Measures towards the Success of Future Housing Policy in Nigeria 

  (Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

 Responses 
SA A DS SD 

1. The government should adopt and  vigorously pursue a 
housing delivery  strategy that is         'end-users driven' 

112 36 25 07 

2. Development agents, and Public Private sector Participation 
should be encouraged. 

100 47 22 11 

3. Financial institutions should be encouraged to finance some of 
these projects 

104 42 22 12 

4. Cooperative housing should be encouraged because most 
individuals are able to achieve /perform through cooperative 
societies. 

126 37 10 07 

5. Adopt the usage of locally building 
Materials 

144 26 04 06 

 
The Mean Weight Value (MWV) for the above responses and the General Mean Weight 

Values (GMWV) or the cut-off point for this grouped responses were calculated.  
In so doing, four out of the five listed factors were accepted as significant Contractors/ 

Supervisory Bodies related root causes of unsuccessful implementation of past Federal Housing 
Programmes in Nigeria. 

 
Table 9. The Summary of Decisions on Measures towards the Success of Future Housing Policy in Nigeria 

  (Data source:  fieldwork 2013) 

Factors Mean Weight 
Value 

   
Decision 

The government should adopt and vigorously pursue a 
housing delivery strategy that is 'end-users driven'  

3.41 Rejected 

Development agents and Public Private Sector Participation 
should be encouraged.  

3.31 Rejected 

Financial institutions should be encouraged to finance some of 
these projects  

3.32 Rejected 

Cooperative housing should be encouraged because most 
individuals are able to achieve /perform through cooperative 
societies.  

3.57 Accepted 

Adopt the usage of locally building materials 3.71 Accepted 
GMWV = 3.46  
 

From Table 9 above, measures towards the success of future Housing Policy in Nigeria  
such as the government should adopt and vigorously pursue a housing delivery strategy that is 
'end-users driver', cooperative housing should be encouraged because most individuals are able to 
achieve/ perform through cooperative societies and  adaption of the usage of locally building 
materials were accepted because their respective Mean Weight Values of 3.41, 3.57 and 3.71 are  
greater than the Grand Mean Weight Value 3.46. 
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SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION. 
The study started by examining the Nigerian and particularly Ondo state housing markets 

especially the policies that were introduced by the Federal and the state governments in order to 
ease housing provision from the colonial period to date. These include the housing components of 
the first second and third national rolling plans. The national housing policies of 1991, 2002 and 
2012 were also examine and found to be in embryonic stage.  

The study revealed an appalling housing market where policies are at best only partially 
implemented and where informal housing production still predominates. The study confirmed the  
need for more houses to cater for a population of 170million people which grows at 2.5% per 
annum. The housing market of the state is dominated by informal sector where policies on housing 
development such as housing development programmes on loan and regulations in term of quality 
do not trickle down to the developers. For example subscriptionto the Primary Mortgage 
institutions only stood at 2% of Nigerian entire workers, inaccessibility to land by many in spite of 
the Land Use Act of 1978 which was meant to ease the process of land acquisition. 

The government related causes identified included the perceived insensitivity of the Federal 
and Ondo state governments to housing provision, inadequate and haphazard implementation of 
government policies and programmes and politicization of housing programme. The study also 
recognizes some problems associated with government direct provision of houses through 
establishment of housing estates. These include among others the use of incompetent contractors’ 
lack of adequate funding and fraudulent practices among government bureaucrats. All these 
problems have stiffen the Nigerian housing market from becoming a vibrant one. However it must 
be noted that these problems are not insurmountable. The following are hereby recommended for 
sustainable housing market in Ondo state. 

First Nigeria’s population has to be controlled to manageable level. Nigeria is the only high 
population emerging country that does not have a viable population policy. Any programme on 
housing that is not supported with a viable population policy will not be successful.Moreover the 
government should strengthen housing finance institutions and recapitalize these institutions in 
order for them to be able to perform their roles effectively. To minimize cost of development, 
housing developers should shift from overdependence on imported materials to the use of locally 
sourced materials. Moreover there is a need to review the Land Use Act in order to make it more 
effective to enhance access to land for development. Moreover since most housing delivery 
projects are long – term investments and capital intensive, it is recommended that government and 
the private sector should put modalities in place and establish distinct institution such as 
construction industry owned financial institution where lending will be easier, this will not only 
boost housing construction,but the required housing finance services will be provided.Lastly it is 
recommended that the government should shift focus from direct housing construction as being 
done today by the Federal Housing Authority and Ondo state Property development Commission. 
This is because given an enabling environment, individuals and private agencies are more efficient 
in housing provision than government. 
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